
Wondering how your car engine works, want to learn the main rules of football 
or to understand how electricity is transmitted from the power station to your 
home? Discover the Visual Dictionary +, a truly portable encyclopedia that will 
enrich your knowledge in the areas that shape our contemporary society. 

Added to the evocative power of the classic Visual Dictionary’s illustrations 
are definitions and encyclopedic notes that give essential information about an 
object or phenomenon’s nature, function and characteristics, shedding light on 
what cannot be seen in the image or inferred by the word alone. 

Featuring lifelike illustrations, precise, reliable terms and clear, concise encyclopedic 
text, the Visual Dictionary + is an ideal tool for curious people of all ages !

lava flow�
Lava mass pouring from a volcano 
at average speeds of 980 feet per 

hour; it can reach temperatures 
as high as 2,200°F.�

cloud of volcanic ash�
Ash is formed of particles less 
than 0.�08 in in diameter; it is 

composed of pulverized magma 
and ground rock.�

crater
Depression whose center 

features a chimney through 
which lava, gas and volcanic 

ejecta escape.�

side vent
Small rise that appears on the 
side of the volcano and is fed by 
the main vent.�

main vent
Conduit along which lava and 
other volcanic ejecta rise.�

volcanic bomb
Mass of magma ejected high into 
the air where it solidifies; it can be 
very large.�

ash� layer
Ash and lava form the 
layers that shape the 
volcano over time.�

lava layer
Layer of volcanic rock 
formed by cooled lava.�
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ASTRONOMY

EARTH

PLANTS

ANIMALS

HUMAN BEING

FOOD AND KITCHEN

HOUSE

DO-IT-YOURSELF AND GARDENING

CLOTHING

PERSONAL ACCESSORIES AND ARTICLES

ARTS AND ACHITECTURE

COMMUNICATIONS

OFFICE AUTOMATION

TRANSPORT AND MACHINERY

ENERGY

SCIENCE

SOCIETY

SPORTS AND GAMES

25,000 entries in each language
8,000 illustrations

900 subjects

Under the direction of  
Jean-Claude Corbeil 

Over the last 25 years, the Visual Dictionary has pursued its mission of 
providing within a single reference a symbiotic assortment of words and  
hyperrealistic illustrations, which together show and name the objects and  
phenomena of everyday life. With more than 9 million copies sold worldwide and 
translated into 35 languages, this dictionary possesses a global appeal that is 
bound to impress.

This fourth edition benefits from an in-depth update of both its content and  
iconographic presentation: more than 150 pages have been added and the  
number of illustrations has been increased from 6,000 to 8,000. This latest  
version of the Visual Dictionary includes over 25,000 entries in each language, 
covering some 900 subjects linked to all aspects that make up contemporary 
society. The Visual Dictionary endures as an indispensable tool for learning a 
foreign language or for accessing the right word, whatever the circumstance.

Showing, naming, explaining: these are the three essential objectives of  
the Visual Dictionary, more relevant than ever in today’s fast evolving reality.

www.ikonet.com
www.quebec-amerique.com

$ 49.95
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TOPICS

People and Relationships
Body and Health
Clothing and Personal Accessories
Home
Food and Cooking
In Town
Transport
School and Work
Communications
Leisure Activities and Sports
Nature and the World
Numbers and Measures

Compact and simple to use, this practical Visual is an updated and 
redesigned edition of The Visual Dictionary that makes quick work  
of learning the vocabulary of a foreign language.

Like other members of the Visual family, this dictionary illustrates and 
identifies the most common objects and occurrences of daily life, 
associating words with hyperrealistic images. Its enhanced contents 
feature useful expressions and key phrases that a traveller can quickly 
consult in a wide range of situations, setting it apart from other 
dictionaries.

Organized by theme, this Visual is available in a bilingual or trilingual 
format.

A must-have resource when travelling abroad or learning a new 
language, or simply for finding the right word for every occasion!

TRAVELLER’S COMPANION
12 themes and 150 topics 
more than 2,000 images 
about 15,000 entries in each language

• Up to 3 languages
• 15,000 entries per language
• Over 2,000 illustrations and pictures
PAGES: 360 for a 2-language version,  

and up to 384 for a 3-language 
version

FORMAT: 138 mm x 166 mm  
(5 1/2 in. × 6 1/2 in.)

TARGET AUDIENCE: Travellers, 
foreign students or workers

SRP: US$16.95

Organized by theme, The Visual Traveller’s Companion covers a broad 
range of subjects, from various emotions, health care and 
communication tools to natural phenomena and recreational activities.

terrain M  de camping M    campsite ⏐ facilisis 

eau F  potable  drinking water ⏐ maecenas facilisis 

branchement M  électrique  electrical connection ⏐ semper arcu 

toilettes F    toilets ⏐ curae 

douches F    showers ⏐ platea 

élimination F  des déchets M    waste disposal ⏐ justo ullamcorper 

feu M  de camp M    campfire ⏐ venenatis 

bûche F    log ⏐ scelerisque 

charbon M  de bois M    charcoal ⏐ pretium 

allume-feu M    firelighter ⏐ congue 

randonnée F  guidée  guided walk ⏐ urna mauris 

carte F    map ⏐ viverra 

sentier M    trail ⏐ venenatis 

insectifuge M    insect repellent ⏐ donec pellentesque 

Peut-on camper ici ?  Can we camp here? ⏐ Accumsan turpis? 

C’est complet.  It’s full. ⏐ Metus libero. 

Je suis perdu.  I’m lost. ⏐ Dictumst placerat. 
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camping M  et randonnée F   – camping and hiking  – fringilla volutpat curae   

Les loisirs et les sports   
 Leisure and Sports  – Etiam ante ligula placerat 

camping M  et randonnée F   – camping and hiking  – fringilla volutpat curae 

Les loisirs et les sports   
 Leisure and Sports  – Etiam ante ligula placerat 

caravane F  tractée  
trailer  

scelerisque suspendisse 

tente F -caravane F   
tent trailer  

eleifend fusce 

autocaravane F   
motor home  

auctor integer 

arceau M   
pole  

sapien 

double-toit M   
rainfly  
tortor 

fenêtre F  moustiquaire F   
screen window  

adipiscing dictumst 

tente F  familiale  
family tent  

dictum urna 

tente F  deux places F   
two-person tent  

mattis cras 

gonfleur M -dégonfleur M   
inflator-deflator  

eleifend 

matelas M  autogonflant  
self-inflating mattress  

purus habitasse 

couteau M  multifonctions  
multipurpose knife  

egestas posuere 

gril M  pliant  
folding grill  

ornare mauris 

fauteuil M  pliant  
folding armchair  

sapien ante 

glacière F   
cooler  
neque 

lanterne F   
lantern  
dictum 

réchaud M  à deux feux M   
double-burner camp stove  

Praesent morbi suscipit ornare 

brûleur M   
burner  

aliquam 

cruche F   
water carrier  

vulputate odio 

boîte F  d’allumettes F   
matchbox  

elit egestas 

brodequin M  de randonnée F   
hiking boot  

dictum tellus 

bouteille F  isolante  
thermos bottle  
pretium massa 

boussole F  magnétique  
magnetic compass  
fringilla elementum 

hachette F   
hatchet  

consequat 

bouteille F   
sport bottle  

velit consectetur 

purificateur M  d’eau F   
water purifier  
erat pretium 

lampe F  frontale  
headlamp  

ornare nulla 

sac M  à dos M   
backpack  

scelerisque pharetra 

filtre M   
filter  

posuere 

table F  de pique-nique M   
picnic table  

sodales dictum 

piquet M   
peg  
dolor 

hauban M   
guy line  
consequat morbi 

sac M  de couchage M   
sleeping bag  
mattis erat 

lampe F -torche F   
flashlight  

turpis 

pile F   
battery  
ipsum 



QA international London – Bologna 2018 1

D I C T I O N A R I E S

météo F    weather ⏐ consectetur 

aujourd’hui  today ⏐ maecenas 

demain  tomorrow ⏐ risus 

averse F    shower ⏐ mauris 

rafale F  de vent M    gust of wind ⏐ dictumst fermentum 

tonnerre M    thunder ⏐ libero 

beau temps M    nice weather ⏐ faucibus maximus 

mauvais temps M    bad weather ⏐ Integer volutpat 

temps M  orageux  stormy weather ⏐ bibendum aliquam 

temps M  pluvieux  rainy weather ⏐ phasellus tellus 

temps M  nuageux  cloudy weather ⏐ nisi scelerisque 

temps M  venteux  windy weather ⏐ elit Praesent 

temps M  brumeux  foggy weather ⏐ porttitor purus 

temps M  humide  humid weather ⏐ eleifend ante 

temps M  sec  dry weather ⏐ laoreet purus 

canicule F    heat wave ⏐ duis sollicitudin 

Comment est le temps ?  How’s the weather? ⏐ Donec auctor? 

Va-t-il pleuvoir ?  Is it going to rain? ⏐ Ultricies rhoncus 
scelerisque? 

266 267
La nature et le monde   

 World and Nature   – Tristique tellus nunc porta 

prévisions F  météorologiques  – weather forecast  – tortor gravida prévisions F  météorologiques  – weather forecast  – tortor gravida 

La nature et le monde   
 World and Nature   – Tristique tellus nunc porta 

arc-en-ciel M   
rainbow  
morbi 

éclair M   
lightning  
vulputate 

nuage M   
cloud  
placerat 

pluie F  forte  
heavy rain  

odio elementum 

bruine F   
drizzle  

pulvinar 

pluie F  verglaçante  
freezing rain  
mattis nisl 

pluie F   
rain  

sagittis 

grêle F   
hail  

sodales 

grésil M   
sleet  

iaculis 

gel F   
frost  

nullam 

neige F   
snow  
orci 

flocon M  de neige F   
snowflake  

aenean quam 

smog M   
smog  

vivamus 

temps M  chaud  
hot weather  

justo commodo 

temps M  froid  
cold weather  
feugiat diam 

tempête F   
storm  

pellentesque 

cyclone M   
cyclone  
volutpat 

sécheresse F   
drought  

amet 

humidité F   
humidity  

urna 

vent M   
wind  

aliquam 

soleil M   
sun  

scelerisque 

orage M   
thunderstorm  
condimentum 

rosée F   
dew  

elementum 

brume F   
mist  

porttitor 

brouillard M   
fog  

facilisis 

givre M   
rime  

praesent 

verglas M   
frost  
proin 

glace F   
ice  

mauris 

température F   
temperature  

viverra 

tornade F   
tornado  
posuere 

degrés M  Fahrenheit  
degrees Fahrenheit  

ultrices libero 

degrés M  Celsius  
degrees Celsius  

Suspendisse Etiam 

grêlon M   
hailstone  

consequat 

infection F    infection ⏐ dolor 

éruption F  cutanée  rash ⏐ ultrices 

eczéma M    eczema ⏐ nullam 

congestion F  nasale  nasal congestion ⏐ quis nisi 

mal M  de gorge F    sore throat ⏐ tempus pellentesque 

éternuement M    sneeze ⏐ finibus 

nausée F    nausea ⏐ arcu 

vomissement M    vomiting ⏐ sodales 

diarrhée F    diarrhea ⏐ vulputate 

crampes F    cramps ⏐ rhoncus 

mal M  d’estomac M    stomach ache ⏐ commodo ornare 

mal M  de dos M    back pain ⏐ dignissim nulla 

migraine F    migraine ⏐ duis 

fatigue F    fatigue ⏐ lacus 

dépression F    depression ⏐ interdum 

insomnie F    insomnia ⏐ feugiat 

règles F    menstruation ⏐ consectetur 

syndrome M  prémenstruel  premenstrual syndrome ⏐ ommolup 
dolupta 

ménopause F    menopause ⏐ fermentum 

rhume M    cold ⏐ dictumst 

grippe F    flu ⏐ neque 

bronchite F    bronchitis ⏐ lectus 

asthme M    asthma ⏐ tortor 

rhume M  des foins M    hay fever ⏐ metus imperdiet 

allergie F    allergy ⏐ vulputate 

intolérance F  alimentaire  food intolerance ⏐ quis aliquam 

gastroentérite F    gastroenteritis ⏐ auctor 

infarctus M    heart attack ⏐ cubilia amet 

AVC M    stroke ⏐ fusce 

cancer M    cancer ⏐ sollicitudin 

anémie F    anemia ⏐ eget 

diabète M    diabetes ⏐ sagittis 

rhumatismes M    rheumatism ⏐ orci 

varicelle F    chickenpox ⏐ morbi 

oreillons M    mumps ⏐ sollicitudin 

rougeole F    measles ⏐ enim 

épilepsie F    epilepsy ⏐ ligula 

dépendance F    addiction ⏐ tortor 

rendez-vous M    appointment ⏐ dapibus 

salle F  d’attente F    waiting room ⏐ magna pellentesque 

examen M    examination ⏐ dignissim 

hypertension F    hypertension ⏐ eget 

hypotension F    hypotension ⏐ morbi 

diagnostic M    diagnosis ⏐ quam 

traitement M    treatment ⏐ nisi 

ordonnance F    prescription ⏐ ultricies 

assurance F  maladie F    health insurance ⏐ gravida Suspendisse 

Je dois voir un médecin.  I need to see a doctor. ⏐ Cursus 
volutpat curabitur duis .

Je me sens mal.  I’m not well. ⏐ Nullam consequat .

Où avez-vous mal ?  Where does it hurt? ⏐ Curabitur 
pulvinar? 

J’ai mal ici.  It hurts here. ⏐ Venenatis condimentum. 

Prenez-vous des 
médicaments ? 

 Are you on medication? ⏐ Egestas 
cubilia? 

Avez-vous des allergies ?   Do you have any allergies? ⏐ Dolor 
convallis ligula? 

Êtes-vous enceinte ?  Are you pregnant? ⏐ Amet semper? 

26 27
Le corps et la santé   

 Body and Health   – Rhoncus tincidunt gravida hendrerit 
Le corps et la santé   
 Body and Health   – Rhoncus tincidunt gravida hendrerit 

cabinet M  de médecin M   – doctor’s office  – pretium velit 

Le corps et la santé   
 Body and Health   – Rhoncus tincidunt gravida hendrerit 

symptômes M  et maladies F   – symptoms and illness  – ultrices efficitur nulla 

Le corps et la santé   
 Body and Health   – Rhoncus tincidunt gravida hendrerit 

malade  
sick  

semper 

toux F   
cough   

consequat maecenas 

fièvre F   
fever  

rutrum 

démangeaison F   
itch  

morbi 

mal M  de tête F   
headache  

orci pharetra 

rougeurs F   
rash  

rhoncus 

étourdissement M   
dizziness  

purus 

oedème M   
edema  

faucibus 

prélèvement sanguin  
blood sampling  

tortor metus 

mesure F  de la pression F   
measure of blood pressure  

sagittis vehicula vitae lobortis 

vaccin M   
vaccine  
ultricies 

thermomètre M   
thermometer  

lacus 

autopiqueur M   
lancing device  

velit dolor 

stéthoscope M   
stethoscope  

nisi 

tensiomètre M   
blood pressure monitor  
scelerisque consequat 

seringue F   
syringe  
pharetra 

pèse M -personne F   
scales  
luctus 

médecin M   
physician  
tempus 

patient M   
patient  
venenatis 

An eye-catching layout is organized 
around 12 MAIN THEMES, each 
corresponding to a distinct colour.

Images are effectively used to clarify objects and situations. Each 
illustration links the concept with the meaning and makes quick work of 
finding the right word for every occasion.

The Visual Traveller’s Companion is set 
apart from the other dictionaries in the 
Visual family, with sidebars containing 
complementary vocabulary and handy 
KEY PHRASES for travellers.
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STANDARD FORMAT

The largest edition,  
both in size and content

• Up to 6 languages
• 40,000 words per language
• 8,000 illustrations
PAGES: 1,072 pages + index 

Up to 1,312 pages  
(6-language version)

FORMAT: 194 mm × 248 mm  
(7 5/8 in. × 9 3/4 in.)

TARGET AUDIENCE: General 
audience, public, libraries,  
families, professionals

SRP: US$49.95

SMALL COMPACT FORMAT 

Same content as the standard format 
edition in a new  
smaller format

• Up to 5 languages
• 40,000 words per language
• 8,000 illustrations

PAGES: 1,072 pages + index 
Up to 1,272 pages  
(5-language version)

FORMAT: 151 mm × 193 mm  
(6 in. × 7 1/2 in.)

TARGET AUDIENCE: Professionals
SRP: US$34.95

COMPACT FORMAT

Same content as the  
standard format edition  
in a smaller format

• Up to 6 languages
• 40,000 words per language
• 8,000 illustrations

PAGES: 1,072 pages + index 
Up to 1,312 pages  
(6-language version)

FORMAT: 170 mm × 218 mm  
(6 11/16 in. × 8 9/16 in.)

TARGET AUDIENCE: Professionals
SRP: US$39.95

The Visual Dictionary
4th Edition 
The essential source of knowledge

Featuring vocabulary developed by terminology experts and QA 
International’s trademark lifelike imagery, The Visual Dictionary makes 
the world around us understandable at a glance. Whether you choose to 
include multilingual labels, perfect for language learners, or contextual 
definitions, you are sure to please your market with this unique 
dictionary that illustrates, names and explains. There is a Visual for 
everyone and for every linguistic need: the Complete versions are the 
perfect encyclopedic dictionary for home or the office, while the 
abridged versions, lighter in content and format, make great carry-along 
references.

MULTILINGUAL VERSION, COMPLETE CONTENT
CREATED AND DEVELOPED BY TERMINOLOGY 
EXPERTS AND HIGHLY SKILLED ILLUSTRATORS
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Trägerstruktur F�
truss�structure

structure F�en�treillis M�
viga F�maestra

travatura F�reticolare

amerikanisches�Wohnmodul N�
U.S.�habitation�module

module M�d’habitation F�américain
módulo M�de�habitación F�americano

modulo M�abitativo�americano

europäisches�Experimentiermodul N�
European�experiment�module

laboratoire M�européen
laboratorio M�europeo

modulo M�di�sperimentazione F�europeo

Koppelungsmodul N�
mating�adaptor

nœud M�d’arrimage M�de�l’orbiteur M�
adaptador M�de�acoplamiento M�

adattatore M�di�accoppiamento M�

amerikanisches�Experimentalmodul N�
U.S.�experiment�module
laboratoire M�américain

módulo M�experimental�americano
laboratorio M�americano

Robotersystem N�
remote�manipulator�system

télémanipulateur M�
sistema M�manipulador�remoto

sistema M�di�manipolazione F�a�distanza F�

Solarzellengenerator M�
photovoltaic�arrays
panneaux M�solaires

paneles M�fotovoltaicos
moduli M�fotovoltaici

ferngesteuertes�Servicemodul N�
mobile�remote�servicer

unité F�mobile�d’entretien M�télécommandée
unidad F�móvil�de�servicio M�por�control M�remoto

unità F�di�servizio M�mobile�a�distanza F�

japanisches�Experimentiermodul N�
Japanese�experiment�module
laboratoire M�japonais
laboratorio M�japonés
modulo M�di�sperimentazione F�giapponese

Landefahrzeug N�der�Sojus-Besatzung F�
Soyuz�crew�return�vehicle

vaisseau M�de�sauvetage M�Soyouz
nave F�de�rescate M�Soyuz

navetta F�di�salvataggio M�dell’equipaggio M�Soyuz
unbemanntes�Versorgungsfahrzeug N�

Automated�Transfer�Vehicle�(ATV)�
cargo M�spatial

vehículo M�automatizado�de�transferencia F�(VAT)�
veicolo M�di�trasferimento M�automatico

russisches�Modul N�
Russian�module
module M�russe
módulo M�ruso

modulo M�russo

Radiatoren M�
radiators
radiateurs M�
radiadores M�
radiatori M�

Raumfahrt�  |  ast�ronaut�ics  |  ast�ronaut�ique�
ast�ronáut�ica  |  ast�ronaut�ica

Raumfahrt�  |  ast�ronaut�ics  |  ast�ronaut�ique�
ast�ronáut�ica  |  ast�ronaut�ica

internationale Raumstation F 
international space station  |  station F spatiale internationale  |  estación F espacial internacional  |  stazione F spaziale internazionale

internationale Raumstation F 

Experiment-Logistikmodul N�–�Unter�Druck M�stehende�Sektion F�
Experiment�Logistics�Module�–�Pressurized�Section�(ELM-PS)�

module M�pressurisé�d’expérimentation F�
sección F�presurizada�del�módulo M�experimental�de�logística F�

modulo M�logistico�per�esperimenti M�pressurizzato

Luftschleuse F�
airlock

sas M�
esclusa F�

camera F�di�equilibrio M�

Telemanipulator M�
remote�manipulator�system
télémanipulateur M�
sistema M�de�manipulación F�remota
telemanipolatore M�

Experiment-Logistikmodul N�
Experiment�Logistics�Module�(ELM)�

plateforme F�externe�d’expérimentation F�
módulo M�experimental�de�logística F�
modulo M�logistico�per�esperimenti M�

interorbitales�Kommunikationssystem N�
Inter-Orbit�Communication�System�(ICS)�

système M�de�communications F�inter-orbitales
sistema M�de�comunicación F�inter-orbital

sistema M�di�comunicazione F�interorbitale

Außenlager N�
Exposed�Section�(ES)�
module M�d’expérimentation F�externe
sección F�expuesta
modulo M�per�esperimenti M�esterno

unter�Druck M�stehendes�Hauptmodul N�
Pressurized�Module�(PM)�

module M�pressurisé
módulo M�presurizado

modulo M�pressurizzato

Querschnitt M durch das japanische Experimentalmodul N 
section of the Japanese experiment module

coupe F du laboratoire M japonais
sección F del módulo M experimental japonés

sezione F del modulo M sperimentale giapponese

Gesamtansicht F 
general view�
vue F d’ensemble M 
vista F general
visione F di insieme M 
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Flügel M�
wing
aile F�
ala F�
ala F�

Pollenbürste F�
pollen�brush�

brosse F�à�pollen M�
cepillo M�

spazzola F�del�polline M�

Sporn M�
spur

éperon M�
espolón M�
sperone M�

Mittelfuß M�
metatarsus
métatarse M�
metatarso M�
metatarso M�

Füh�lerputzer M�
antennae�cleaner

brosse F�d'antennes F�
limpiador M�de�antenas F�

streggh�ia F�per�le�antenne F�

Sch�iene F�
tibia

tibia M�
tibia M�
tibia F�

Sch�enkel M�
femur

fémur M�
fémur M�

femore M�

Putzsporn M�
velum

vélum M�
velo M�

rasch�iatoio M�

Pollensch�ieber M�
auricle

poussoir M�à�pollen M�
aurícula F�

sperone M�tarsale

Pollenzange F�
pollen�press

pince F�tibio-tarsienne
pinza F�tibiotarsiana
pinza F�del�polline M�

Pollenkamm M�
pecten

peigne M�à�pollen M�
peine M�de�polen M�

pettine M�del�polline M�

Pollenbürste F�
pollen�brush�

brosse F�à�pollen M�
cepillo M�

spazzola F�del�polline M�

Sch�enkelring M�
troch�anter

troch�anter M�
trocánter M�

trocantere M�

Fuß M�
tarsus
tarse M�
tarso M�
tarso M�

Hüfte F�
coxa
h�anch�e F�
coxa F�
coxa F�

Klaue F�
claw

griffe F�
uña F�

ungh�ia F�

Mittelbein N�
middle�leg

patte F�médiane
pata F�media

zampa F�mediana
Vorderbein N�

foreleg
patte F�antérieure
pata F�delantera

zampa F�anteriore

Antenne F�
antenna
antenne F�
antena F�
antenna F�

Facettenauge N�
compound�eye
œil M�composé

ojo M�compuesto
occh�io M�composto

Th�orax M�
th�orax

th�orax M�
tórax M�
torace M�

Hinterbein N�
h�ind�leg

patte F�postérieure
pata F�trasera

zampa F�posteriore

Hinterleib M�
abdomen

abdomen M�
abdomen M�
addome M�

Pollenkörbch�en N�
pollen�basket
corbeille F�à�pollen M�
cestillo M�
cestella F�

Stach�el M�
sting

aiguillon M�
aguijón M�

pungiglione M�

Mundwerkzeuge N�
mouth�parts
pièces F�buccales
apéndices M�bucales
parti F�boccali

Herz N�
h�eart

cœur M�
corazón M�

cuore M�

Rektum N�
rectum

rectum M�
recto M�
retto M�

Giftdrüse F�
venom�sac
poch�e F�à�venin M�
bolsa F�de�veneno M�
gh�iandola F�del�veleno M�

Mitteldarm M�
mid-gut

intestin M�moyen
intestino M�medio

ileo M�

Ösoph�agus M�
oesoph�agus
œsoph�age M�
esófago M�
esofago M�

Kropf M�
crop
jabot M�
buch�e M�
borsa F�melaria

Speich�eldrüse F�
salivary�gland

glande F�salivaire
glándula F�salivar

gh�iandola F�salivare

Speich�elkanal M�
salivary�duct
canal M�salivaire
canal M�salivar
dotto M�salivare

Ph�arynx M�
ph�arynx
ph�arynx M�
faringe F�
faringe F�

Geh�irn N�
brain

cerveau M�
cerebro F�
cervello M�

Rückengefäß N�
dorsal�aorta

aorte F�dorsale
aorta F�dorsal

aorta F�dorsale

Nervensystem N�
nerve�cord

ch�aîne F�nerveuse
cordón M�nervioso
cordone M�nervoso

Malpigh�i-Gefäß N�
Malpigh�ian�tubule

tubes M�de�Malpigh�i
tubo M�de�Malpigh�i

tubo M�malpigh�iano

Zunge F�
tongue
langue F�
lengua F�
lingua F�

Unterkiefer M�
mandible
mandibule F�
mandíbula F�
mandibola F�

Lippentaster M�
labial�palp

palpe M�labial
palpo M�labial

palpo M�labiale

Oberkiefer M�
maxilla

mâch�oire F�
maxilar M�superior

mascella F�

Oberlippe F�
upper�lip
lèvre F�supérieure
labio M�superior
labbro M�superiore

Antenne F�
antenna
antenne F�
antena F�
antenna F�

Facettenauge N�
compound�eye
œil M�composé
ojo M�compuesto
occh�io M�composto

Punktauge N�
simple�eye
œil M�simple
ocelo M�
occh�io M�semplice

Insekten und Spinnentiere  |  insects and arachnids  |  insectes et arachnides
insectos y arácnidos  |  insetti e aracnidi

Insekten und Spinnentiere  |  insects and arachnids  |  insectes et arachnides
insectos y arácnidos  |  insetti e aracnidi

Honigbiene F�
honeybee��|��abeille F���|��abeja F���|��ape F�

äußere�Merkmale N�einer�Honigbiene F:�Arbeiterin F�
morphology�of�a�honeybee:�worker
morphologie F�de�l’abeille F�:�ouvrière F�
morfología F�de�una�abeja F�trabajadora
morfologia F�di�un'ape F:�operaia

Hinterbein N�(Innenseite F )�
hind�leg�(inner�surface)�
patte F�postérieure�(face F�interne)�
pata F�trasera�(superficie F�interior)�
zampa F�posteriore�(superficie F�interna)�

Mittelbein N�(Außenseite F )�
middle�leg�(outer�surface)�

patte F�médiane�(face F�externe)�
pata F�media�(superficie F�exterior)�

zampa F�mediana�(superficie F�esterna)�

Vorderbein N�(Außenseite F )�
foreleg�(outer�surface)�

patte F�antérieure�(face F�externe)�
pata F�delantera�(superficie F�exterior)�

zampa F�anteriore�(superficie F�esterna)�

Anatomie F�einer�Honigbiene F�
anatomy�of�a�honeybee
anatomie F�de�l’abeille F�

anatomía F�de�una�abeja F�
anatomia F�di�un'ape F�

Kasten F�
castes

castes F�
castas F�
caste F�

Königin F�
queen
reine F�
reina F�
ape F�regina

Arbeiterin F�
worker

ouvrière F�
obrera F�

ape F�operaia

Drohne F�
drone

faux�bourdon M�
zángano M�

fuco M�

Kopf M�
head
tête F�
cabeza F�
capo M�

Honigbiene F�

Page layout of the complete content, 
as featured in the standard, compact 
and small compact formats.
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THE RIGHT WORD AT ALL TIMES

MINI FORMAT

Abridged content  
in our smallest format

• Up to 2 languages
• 22,000 words per language
• 5,000 illustrations
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Up to 624 pages with index
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Abridged content  
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• Up to 5 languages
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• 5,000 illustrations
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station F spatiale internationale
international space station

structure F en treillis M 
truss structure�

module M d’habitation F américain
U.S. habitation module�

laboratoire M européen
Europe�an e�xpe�rime�nt module�

nœud M d’arrimage M de l’orbiteur M 
mating adaptor

laboratoire M américain
U.S. e�xpe�rime�nt module� télémanipulateur M 

re�mote� manipulator syste�m

panneaux M solaires
photovoltaic arrays

unité F mobile d’entretien M 
télécommandée

mobile� re�mote� se�rvice�r

laboratoire M japonais
Japane�se� e�xpe�rime�nt module�

vaisseau M de sauvetage M Soyouz�
Soyuz cre�w re�turn ve�hicle�

cargo M spatial
Automate�d Transfe�r Ve�hicle� (ATV)�

module M russe
Russian module�

radiateurs M 
radiators

vaisseau M d’exploration F spatiale
spaceship

Apollo (1961-1975)�
Apollo (1961–1975)�

écoutille F d’accès M 
side� hatch

habitacle M 
flight de�ck�

revêtement M thermique
surface� insulation

bouclier M thermique
he�at shie�ld

laboratoire M spatial
space�lab

télémanipulateur M 
re�mote� manipulator syste�m

instruments M scientifiques
scie�ntific instrume�nts

aile F 
wing

navette F spatiale (1981-2011)�
space shuttle (1981–2011)�

Orion (2015)�
Orion (2015)�

Soyouz (1967-)�
Soyuz (1967–)�

astronautique F�  |  astronautics astronautique F�  |  astronautics
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aile F 
wing�

patte F médiane
middle leg�

patte F antérieure
foreleg�

antenne F 
antenna

œil M composé
compound eye

thorax M 
thorax�

patte F postérieure
hind leg�

abdomen M 
abdomen

corbeille F à pollen M 
pollen basket

aiguillon M 
sting�

pièces F buccales
mouthparts

abeille F�
honeybee

morphologie F de l’abeille F : ouvrière F 
morphology of a honeybee: worker

insectes M et arachnides M   |  insects and arachnidsinsectes M et arachnides M   |  insects and arachnids

papillon M�
butterfly

morphologie F du papillon M 
morphology of a butterfly

tête F 
head

thorax M 
thorax�

nervure F 
wing� vein

cellule F 
cell

antenne F 
antenna

palpe M labial
labial palp

œil M composé
compound eye

trompe F 
proboscis

patte F antérieure
foreleg�

patte F médiane
middle leg�

patte F postérieure
hind leg�

abdomen M 
abdomen

stigmate M 
spiracle

aile F postérieure
hind wing�

aile F antérieure
forewing�

patte F anale
anal clasperpatte F ventouse

proleg�
patte F ambulatoire
walking� leg�

mandibule F 
mandible

œil M simple
simple eye

segment M abdominal
abdominal seg�ment

thorax M 
thorax�

tête F 
headchenille F 

caterpillar

chrysalide F 
chrysalis

castes F 
castes

reine F 
queen

ouvrière F 
worker

faux bourdon M 
drone

Page layout of the abridged content, as featured in the compact and 
mini formats. The abridged edition contains 54% of the complete 
edition’s content. The layout has been arranged accordingly.

TOPICS

Astronomy
Earth
Plants
Animals
Human Beings
Food and Kitchen
House
Do-It-Yourself and Gardening
Clothing
Personal Accessories and Articles
Arts and Achitecture
Communications
Office Automation
Transport and Machinery
Energy
Science
Society
Sports and Games
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version with Definitions  
and encyclopedic notes
With the evocative power of the illustrations of the classic Visual 
Dictionary, borrowing its themes and hierarchical organization, the 
Visual + adds definitions and encyclopedic notes that provide essential 
information and shed light on what cannot be seen or inferred by the 
word: the nature, function and characteristics of the illustrated object or 
phenomenon.
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sense organs sense organs

sight�
Vision: the ability to see. Sight, considered the most highly developed of the human senses, enables a person to perceive colors, shapes, size, distances and 
motion.
eye
Organ of vision that allows a person 
to see.

eyeball
Enclosed in a bony cavity (orbit) 
and moved by six muscles, this 
complex organ collects light signals 
and transmits them to the brain to 
form images.

lens�
Transparent flexible fibrous disk 

located behind the iris, acting as a 
variable lens refracting light rays.

s�uperior rectus� mus�cle
Muscle allowing the eyeball to 

move upward.

s�clera�
Strong fibrous opaque membrane 
covered by the conjunctiva; it 
surrounds the eyeball and protects the 
inner structures.

choroid�
Richly veined membrane located 
between the sclera and the retina, 
to which it carries nutrients and 
oxygen.

retina�
Inner membrane at the back of the eye covered in 
light-sensitive nerve cells (photoreceptors); these 
transform light into an electrical impulse that is 
carried to the optic nerve.

optic nerve
Nerve formed by the juncture of the 
nerve fibers of the retina; it carries 
visual information to the brain, 
where it is interpreted.

blind� s�pot
Region of the retina with no photoreceptors, 
where blood vessels and nerve fibers gather 
to form the optic nerve. It is also called the 
optic disk.

vitreous� bod�y�
Transparent gelatinous mass (almost 
90% of the eye); it maintains constant 
intraocular pressure so the eye keeps 
its shape.

cilia�ry� bod�y�
Muscle tissue secreting the aqueous 
humor; its muscles enable the lens to 

change shape to adapt vision for near or 
distant objects.

s�us�pens�ory� liga�ment
Fibrous tissue connecting the 

ciliary body to the lens, holding it in 
place inside the eyeball.

iris�
Colored central portion of the 
eyeball composed of muscles 
whose dilation or contraction 

controls the opening of the pupil.

conjunctiva�
Fine transparent mucous covering the 
sclera and inner surface of the eyelid; 

it facilitates sliding thus giving the 
eyeball its wide range of movement.

a�queous� humor
Transparent liquid contained in the 

anterior and posterior chambers; 
it nourishes the iris and maintains 

the pressure and shape of the eye.

pupil
Central orifice of the eye whose 

opening varies to regulate the 
amount of light entering the eye; 

light causes the pupil to contract.

cornea�
Transparent fibrous membrane 

extending the sclera and whose 
curved shape makes light rays 

converge toward the inside of the eye.

a�nterior cha�mber
Cavity of the eye between the 
cornea, the iris and the lens, 

containing the aqueous humor.

pos�terior cha�mber
Cavity of the eye surrounding the 
lens and containing the aqueous 

humor.

ma�cula� lutea�
Small area located at the centre 
of the retina, near the optic disk, 
where visual acuity is best.

rod�
Photoreceptor active in dim light 
and responsible for night vision (in 
black and white).

cone
Photoreceptor active in full light and 
responsible for perception of specific 
colors. There are three types: red-
yellow, green and blue-violet.

s�clera�
Strong fibrous opaque membrane 
covered by the conjunctiva; it surrounds 
the eyeball and protects the inner 
structures.

pupil
Central orifice of the eye whose 
opening varies to regulate the 
amount of light entering the eye; 
light causes the pupil to contract.

upper ey�elid�
Thin movable muscular membrane descending 
from the upper edge of the eye. The eyelids 
protect the eye, emit tears and discharge waste. 
Batting of the eyelashes is very frequent.

lower ey�elid�
Thin muscular membrane that is 

translucent and movable; it rises from 
the lower edge of the eye to protect and 

cleanse it.

iris�
Colored central portion of the 
eyeball composed of muscles 
whose dilation or contraction 

controls the opening of the pupil.

la�crima�l ca�runcle
Small reddish mass located at the 
inner corner of the eye formed by 

the fold of the conjunctiva.

ey�ela�s�h
Each of the hairs lining the free 
edge of the eyelid; they prevent 

dust and other particles from 
entering the eye.

sight�

vision defects
Images do not form on the retina, 

thus resulting in blurry vision; 
such defects are corrected by 

eyeglasses, contact lenses or even 
surgery.

myopia
The image of a distant object is formed 

in front of the retina due to a defect in 
the light rays' convergence. This makes 

distant objects hard to see.

focus�
Point where light rays converge to 
form an image; the brain interprets 
the retina's upside-down image as 
right-side-up.

astigmatism
Usually caused by a curvature of the cornea, it is 

manifested by blurred or imperfect vision when 
viewing both near and distant objects.

focus�
Point where light rays converge to 
form an image; the brain interprets 
the retina's upside-down image as 
right-side-up.

hyperopia
The image of an object is formed behind the retina 

due to a defect in the light rays' convergence 
as they pass through the lens. This makes near 

objects hard to see.

focus�
Point where light rays converge to 
form an image; the brain interprets 
the retina's upside-down image as 
right-side-up.

normal vision
The image of an object is formed on the retina 

after passing through the lens, which, depending 
on the distance of the object, expands or 

contracts to give a sharp image.

lens�
Transparent elastic area of the eye; 

focuses images on the retina to 
obtain clear vision. retina�

Inner membrane at the back of the eye covered 
in light-sensitive nerve cells (photoreceptors); 
these transform light into an electrical impulse 
that is carried to the optic nerve.

cornea�
Transparent fibrous membrane 

extending the sclera and whose curved 
shape makes light rays converge 

toward the inside of the eye.

focus�
Point where light rays converge to 
form an image; the brain interprets 
the retina's upside-down image as 
right-side-up.

light ra�y�
Line along which light emanating 

from an object propagates. The retina 
converts light rays into nerve impulses, 
which are then interpreted by the brain.
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leaf�
Usually thin and flattened outgrowth of the 
stem; it captures light and is the site of 
photosynthesis.�

berry�
Fruit in which the seed is surrounded by two 
visible layers: an outer exocarp and an inner 
fleshy layer of mesocarp and endocarp in 
direct contact with one or more seeds.�

host tree
Tree on which a parasitic plant 

lives.�

stem of� the dodder
Main part of the dodder.�

dodder’s f�lowers
Colored and scented structure 
of the dodder, containing its 
reproductive organs.�

host plant
Plant on which a parasitic plant 
lives.�

examples of parasitic plants
Parasitic plant: plant living on another plant and taking water and 

nutrients from it.�mistletoe
Parasitic plant growing on trees 
and inserting its sinkers (haustoria) 
into the host's xylem.�

operculum
Part of the pitcher that works as a 

lid to prevent the leaf from filling 
with water.�

peristome
Thick, brightly-colored rim around 
the opening of the pitcher, with 
dentate outgrowths and covered in 
a sweet substance.�

insect
One of a very large group of small 
invertebrate animals; it becomes 

trapped in the digestive liquid 
inside the pitcher.�

digestive liquid
Substance containing enzymes 

secreted by the inner wall of 
the pitcher, allowing it to digest 

captured insects.�

pitcher
Pitcher-shaped leaf with a slippery 

interior and special hairs that 
prevent an insect's escape.�

leaf�
Usually thin and flattened outgrowth 
of the stem; it captures light and is 

the site of photosynthesis.�

pitcher plant
Plant with pitcher-shaped leaves 

filled with fluid in which insects 
become trapped.�

petiole
Narrow stalk connecting the leaf 
to the stem.�

digestive gland
Organ secreting a liquid containing 

enzymes used to digest insects.�
tooth

All of the rigid outgrowths located 
on the edge of the lobe, which 

interlace when the two lobes are 
closed.�

sensitive hair
Hairlike outgrowth that signals the 

lobes to quickly close when it is 
touched by an insect.�

lobe
Each of the two halves of the leaf 
bordered by teeth and connected 
by a midrib.�

examples of carnivorous plants
Carnivorous plant: plant that traps and feeds on insects.�

f�ly�
One of a large group of winged 
insects.�

Venus flytrap
Plant whose lobe-shaped leaves 
capture flies attracted to its sweet 
sap.�

dodder
Parasitic herbaceous plant that 

twines itself around the stem of a 
host plant and inserts its sinkers 
(haustoria) into the host's xylem.�

leucoplast
Small colorless structure that is 
specialized to store starch, lipid, 
or protein.�

Golgi apparatus
Organelle composed of a series of pockets 

that receive proteins produced by the 
ribosomes and either transport them 

outside the cell or to other organelles.�

starch granule
Concentric layers of complex 

sugars (starch) produced by the 
cell and stored for food.�

nuclear envelope
A double-layered membrane 
enveloping the nucleus.�

mitochondrion
Ovoid organelle that produces the 
energy necessary for cell activity.�

endoplasmic reticulum
Interconnecting tubes allowing 
substances to be transported 

within the cell or between the cell 
and its exterior environment.�

nucleus
Organelle containing a cell's genes 
and controlling its activities.�

pore
Perforations in the nuclear 
envelope allowing for exchanges 
between the cytoplasm and the 
nucleus.�

nucleolus
Small spherical body located inside the 
nucleus, within which the ribosomes, 
or protein-synthesizing structures, are 
produced.�

plasmodesma
Channel in cell wall allowing 
two adjacent cells to exchange 
cytoplasm.�

chloroplast
Small structure, containing a green 
pigment called chlorophyll, which 
absorbs solar energy and uses it to 
produce glucose, the plant’s food.�

vacuole
Spherical cavity containing water, 

waste and various substances 
required by the cell.�

cell membrane
Flexible layer that encloses the cell’s 

cytoplasm; it acts as a filter, controlling the 
passage of substances in and out of the cell.�

lipid droplet
Small sac filled with essential fatty 

acids that are produced by the cell and 
stored for food.�

cy�toplasm
Clear gelatinous substance 

surrounding the various cellular 
structures.�

ribosome
Small structure, occasionally attached to 
the endoplasmic reticulum; it generates 
proteins essential to the formation and 

functioning of living things.�

cell wall
Stiff exterior layer that surrounds 
the cell membrane and gives the 

cell its shape.�

solar energy�
Energy derived from sunlight and 
absorbed by the chlorophyll, the 
green pigment found in leaves.�

stem
Main part of the plant, extending 
from the soil to the terminal bud.�

absorption of� water and mineral salts
Water and mineral salts are absorbed through 
the roots and carried up to the leaves by the 
stem and its offshoots.�

absorption of� carbon dioxide
The carbon dioxide in the atmosphere required for 
photosynthesis is absorbed by the leaf.�

glucose
Sugar produced through photosynthesis 
and used by the plant to ensure growth; 
it is transported throughout the plant in 

the sap.�

release of� oxy�gen
The process of photosynthesis 
releases oxygen, a gas essential 
to life.�

leaf�
Usually thin and flattened outgrowth of 

the stem or twig; it captures light and is 
the site of photosynthesis.�

plant life

plant cell
Smallest living structure and the constituent element of all plants; it varies in size and shape depending on its function.�

photosynthesis
Process by which a plant uses energy from sunlight to convert carbon dioxide and water into food (glucose) and releases oxygen into the atmosphere.�

plant life

unusual plants
Plants deriving water and nutrients from other living things; photosynthesis is usually limited or absent.�

sinkers of� the mistletoe
Structures linking the mistletoe 
plant to its host, through which 
water and minerals are drawn.�

sinkers of� the dodder
Structures linking the dodder plant 
to its host, through which water, 

minerals and food are drawn.�

• Up to 2 languages with definitions  
in 1 language

• 330,000 words in the main  
language (with definitions)

• 8,000 illustrations
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professionals

SRP: US$49.95

IT ILLUSTRATES . . . 
through detailed images that help 
the user understand or discover, 
observe or contemplate, discern or 
differentiate, express or demonstrate.

IT NAMES . . . 
to identify precisely the aspects and 
elements of a topic using a visual 
and thematic approach.

IT EXPLAINS . . . 
to help the user understand a 
phenomenon and quickly grasp the 
meaning of a term or the 
characteristics of an object, 
communicate with greater clarity or 
simply learn something new.
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pheasant�
Bird originally from Asia and 

characterized by its long tail; its meat 
is highly prized. Certain pheasants 

are raised solely for hunting.

peacock�
Omnivorous bird originally from 

Asia; during the mating season, the 
male lifts and spreads its colorful 
tail feathers to attract females.

ost�rich
Flightless bird of Africa reaching over 
7 ft in height, with powerful two-toed 
legs; it is raised for its feathers and 
meat.

domest�ic goose
Web-footed bird of the northern 

hemisphere better adapted to land 
than water; the domestic goose 
is raised for its meat, eggs, and 

feathers.

birds birds

examples of land birds
Land birds usually nest and feed on the ground (forests, fields, mountains, urban environments, etc.).

examples of land birds

part�ridge
Land-based bird that flies with 

difficulty.

night�ingale
Bird with a melodious song that 
feeds on insects and fruit; it is 
found in the bushes of forests 

and parks.

lapwing
Mainly insectivorous bird found in the 
wetlands and marshes of Eurasia and 

Africa; it has a tuft of upright feathers on 
its head.

European robin
European perching bird found in woods 
and gardens and emitting a fairly loud, 

lively, melodious song.

swallow
Widespread in the northern 
hemisphere and found in highly 
diverse habitats; it usually feeds on 
insects caught in flight.

jay�
Usually noisy, often brightly colored 

bird found in forests; it feeds 
mainly on fruits, nuts, and seeds.

raven
Strong-billed scavenger with 

usually black plumage.

bullfinch
Red-breasted bird found in the 
woods and parks of Eurasia; it 

feeds mainly on seeds and insects.

goldfinch
Brightly plumed songbird feeding 
mainly on the seeds of the thistle.

nort�hern saw-whet� owl
Nocturnal bird of prey found in the 

forests of North America.

hummingbird
Tiny brightly colored bird with a 
long thin bill found on the North 
American continent; it can hover 

and fly backward.

swift�
Widespread and very swift 

insectivore; it is usually airborne 
since its toes make perching 

difficult.

sparrow
Bird that feeds mainly on seeds 
and insects; it is widespread in 
cities and in the countryside.

chaffinch
Small bird with a melodious song 

that is commonly found in the 
woods and parks of Europe; it has 
a conical bill adapted to breaking 

the hulls of seeds.

condor
Diurnal scavenger of the Americas, 

with a bald head and neck; 
one California species is facing 

extinction.

falcon
Diurnal bird of prey with piercing 

eyes and powerful talons and beak; 
it captures its prey in flight and is 

sometimes trained to hunt.

great� horned owl
Nocturnal bird of prey found in the forests 
of North America, with a protruding tuft of 

feathers on each side of its head.

woodpeck�er
Stiff-tailed bird that uses its bill to 
proclaim its territory by drumming 
and to dig holes in tree trunks to 
search for insects and excavate 

nesting sites.

t�oucan
Large yet gentle bird found in the 

forests of tropical America; its 
dentate bill allows it to feed especially 

on fruits and insects.

vult�ure
Diurnal bird of prey of the Americas 

and Eurasia, mainly a scavenger, with 
a bald head and neck, powerful beak 

and weak talons.

cock�at�oo
Noisy perching bird with drab plumage and 
a tuft of upright feathers on its head, found 

mainly in Australia; it can mimic human 
speech.

eagle
Widely prevalent bird of prey with 
piercing eyes, a hooked beak and 

sharp talons allowing it to catch 
live prey.

hen
Domestic fowl (female of the 

rooster) with a small serrated comb 
raised in captivity for its eggs and 

meat.

roost�er
Domestic bird (male of the hen) 

with a large serrated comb and a 
long-plumed tail.

t�urk�ey�
Bird originating in the Americas 

with a bald head and neck covered 
with outgrowths; it is raised in 

captivity for its meat.

shrik�e
Hook-billed bird found in fairly open 
countryside; it feeds on insects and 

small animals and may cache its 
prey by impaling it on a thorn.

st�arling
Straight-billed omnivorous bird with 

dark plumage.

macaw
Noisy brightly colored perching bird 
found in the tropical forests of the 
Americas; it feeds mainly on seeds 
and fruit.

quail
Bird found in fields and meadows 
and much prized as game; certain 

species are domesticated.

pigeon
Generally grain-eating bird with 

powerful flight muscles, including 
one (carrier pigeon) prized for its 

sense of direction.

chick�
Newly hatched bird covered in 

down.

guinea fowl
Wild terrestrial bird with a bald head 

and horned comb originally from 
Africa and domesticated in Europe for 

its meat.

cardinal
Brightly colored bird with a crest on 
its head; it is found mostly in North 

American woods and gardens.
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• Up to 2 languages with definitions  
in 1 language

• 330,000 words in the main  
language (with definitions)

• 8,000 illustrations

PAGES: 1,072 pages + index 
Up to 1,152 pages  
(2-language version)

FORMAT: 194 mm × 248 mm  
(7 5/8 in. × 9 3/4 in.)

TARGET AUDIENCE: General audience, 
libraries, families, professionals

SRP: US$49.95

The Visual Dictionary
3rd Edition
Complete content, large and Standard format
• Up to 6 languages
• Up to 2 languages with definitions in the main language
• 36,000 words per language (excluding definitions)
• 6,000 illustrations

PAGES: 928 pages + index
FORMAT: 216 mm × 276 mm (8 1/2 in. × 10 7/8 in.) 

also available: 194 mm × 248 mm (7 5/8 in. × 9 3/4 in.)
SRP: US$49.95

COMPLETE 
CONTENT, 
COMPACT FORMAT
• Up to 5 languages
• 36,000 words per language
• 6,000 illustrations
PAGES: 928 pages + index
FORMAT: 170 mm × 218 mm 

(6 11/16 in. × 8 9/16 in.)
SRP: US$39.95 to US$44.95

ABRIDGED 
CONTENT, 
COMPACT FORMAT
• Up to 5 languages
• 22,000 words per language
• 3,600 illustrations
PAGES: 544 pages + index
FORMAT: 170 mm × 218 mm  

(611/16 in. × 8 9/16 in.)
SRP: US$29.95

ABRIDGED 
CONTENT,  
MINI FORMAT
• Up to 2 languages
• 20,000 words per language
• 3,600 illustrations 
PAGES: 544 pages + index
FORMAT: 129 mm × 166 mm  

(5 1/16 in. × 6 1/2 in.)
SRP: US$19.95

MICRO  
VISUAL
• Up to 2 languages
• 10,000 words per language
• 1,800 illustrations
PAGES: 312 pages + index
FORMAT: 129 mm × 166 mm  

(5 1/16 in. × 6 1/2 in.)
SRP: US$12.95

VISUAL DICTIONARY 
SERIES
Series of 12 volumes

• Up to 6 languages
• Up to 2 languages with definitions
• About 2,500 words per language  

in each volume
• 450 illustrations per volume
PAGES: 168 pages + index
FORMAT: 139 mm × 177 mm  

(5 1/2 in. × 7 in.)
SRP: US$12.95 per volume

COMPACT  
VISUAL DICTIONARY
• Up to 6 languages
• Up to 2 languages with definitions
• 16,000 words per language  

(excluding definitions)
• 2,600 illustrations
PAGES: 1,056 pages + index
FORMAT: 139 mm × 177 mm  

(5 1/2 in. × 7 in.)
SRP: US$24.95

AWARDS

•  LIBRARY JOURNAL 
–BEST REFERENCE BOOK

•  COMMUNICATION ARTS 
–AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

•  LUX CONTEST (GRAFIKA 
MAGAZINE)–SPECIAL PRIZE, 
TECHNICAL ILLUSTRATIONS

•  MARCEL-COUTURE 
–FIRST PRIZE

•  THE ALCUIN SOCIETY 
–FIRST PRIZE, REFERENCE 
BOOK
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Marie-Éva de Villers is also the author of the 6th edition of Nouvelle Grammaire en tableaux, 
Multi conjugueur (2012) and Le Multi des jeunes (1997), published by Québec Amérique; and Dico 
pratique (1989), published by Larousse.

From 1990 to 2013, she was associate research chair and implemented the quality communication 
policy for students at the HEC Montréal, a policy that served as inspiration to other Québec uni-
versities. For 23 years, she directed the team that taught business French, English, Spanish and 
Chinese and responded to multiple consultations about language within and outside the teaching 
institution.

As part of the broad field dedicated to promoting French as the language of work and business, she headed the 
management terminology division of the Office de la langue française from 1970 to 1980 and published numerous 
vocabularies intended for both companies and the teaching of business management in French.

PAGES: 1,888 pages
FORMAT: 177,8 × 228,6 mm  

(7 in. × 9 in.) 
TARGET AUDIENCE: General public, 

teachers and students

The critical acclaim with which the various editions of this work have 
been received—1 million copies sold in Québec and France—is evidence 
of the validity of the approach it takes and its suitability in meeting the 
diverse needs of users of the French language.

With complete and up-to-date instructions on the use of the French 
language in its many facets, and quick and easy consultation, the 
Multidictionnaire is a versatile and innovative dictionary that incor-
porates, in alphabetical order, comprehensive information about  
spelling, grammar, syntax, composition, difficulties of the language, 
conjugations, anglicisms and sample letter templates.

SIXTH EDITION

MARIE-ÉVA DE VILLERS, PH.D.  
(LINGUISTICS), M.B.A. (MARKETING)

•  123 tables (subject-verb 
agreement, colour adjective 
agreement, past participle 
agreement, sequence of tenses) 

•  76 complete conjugation 
examples

• Digital version also available

•  Approved by Québec’s 
Ministère de l’éducation 

•  Considered a must-have 
reference source by many 
schools and businesses
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The Visual Dictionary  
of the Human Body
An invaluable guide for exploring  
the human body from head to toe

The Visual Dictionary of the Human Body is a fascinating exploration of 
that wonderful machine we call the body. Some 350 high-resolution 
images, along with rigorous terminology and concise and clear 
definitions, allow readers to discover how the body works and explore 
the complexities of its various regions. This overview includes brief 
introductory texts and many amusing and informative sidebars that will 
be of interest to the entire family. Colourful illustrations, precise terms 
and definitions and educational and entertaining sidebars make this an 
indispensable tool at home, school and the office.

THE HUMAN BODY LIKE  
YOU’VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE!
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fígado M

liver | hígado M | foie M | Leber F | fegato M
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sistema M portal hepático
hepatic portal system

sistema M puerta hepática
système M porte hépatique

Leber-Portalsystem N

sistema M portale epatico

fígado M

lobo M direito do fígado M

right lobe of liver
lóbulo M derecho del hígado M

lobe M droit du foie M

rechter Leberlappen M

lobo M destro del fegato M

lobo M esquerdo do fígado M

left lobe of liver
lóbulo M izquierdo del hígado M

lobe M gauche du foie M

linker Leberlappen M

lobo M sinistro del fegato M

ligamento M falciforme
falciform ligament

ligamento M falciforme
ligament M falciforme

sichelförmiges Leberband N

legamento M falciforme

vesícula F biliar
gallbladder

vesícula F biliar
vésicule F biliaire

Gallenblase F

cistifellea F

ducto M hepático comum
common hepatic duct
conducto M hepático común
conduit M hépatique commun
gemeinsamer Lebergang M

condotto M epatico comune

ducto M cístico
cystic duct
conducto M cístico
conduit M cystique
Gallenblasengang M

condotto M cistico

ducto M colédoco
bile duct
conducto M colédoco
conduit M cholédoque
Ductus M choledochus
condotto M coledoco

aorta F abdominal
abdominal aorta
aorta F abdominal
aorte F abdominale
Bauchaorta F

aorta F addominale

O fígado, que atinge um peso médio aproximado 
de 1,5 kg, é o maior órgão interno do corpo 
humano. É também o órgão que realiza o maior 
número de transformações químicas.

Um Órgão Volumoso

fígado M

liver
hígado M

foie M

Leber F

fegato M

estômago M

stomach
estómago M

estomac M

Magen M

stomaco M

baço M

spleen
bazo M

rate F

Milz F

milza F

pâncreas M

pancreas
páncreas M

pancréas M

Bauchspeicheldrüse F

pancreas M

duodeno M

duodenum
duodeno M

duodénum M

Zwölffingerdarm M

duodeno M

colo M

colon
colon M

côlon M

Dickdarm M

colon M

veia F cava F inferior
inferior vena cava
vena F cava inferior

veine F cave inférieure
untere Hohlvene F

vena F cava inferiore

veia F hepática
hepatic vein

vena F hepática
veine F hépatique

Lebervene F

vena F epatica

veia F porta hepática
hepatic portal vein

vena F puerta hepática
veine F porte hépatique

Leberpfortenvene F

vena F portale epatica

veia F esplênica
splenic vein
vena F esplénica
veine F splénique
Milzvene F

vena F splenica

veia F mesentérica superior
superior mesenteric vein

vena F mesentérica superior
veine F mésentérique supérieure

obere Gekrösevene F

vena F mesenterica superiore veia F mesentérica inferior
inferior mesenteric vein
vena F mesentérica inferior
veine F mésentérique inférieure
untere Gekrösevene F

vena F mesenterica inferiore

fígado M: vista F anterior
liver: anterior view
hígado M: vista F anterior
foie M : vue F antérieure 
Leber F: Vorderansicht F

fegato M: vista F anteriore

In the multilingual version, superb high-resolution images are 
accompanied by precise vocabulary in up to six languages resulting  
from rigorous terminological research.

TOPICS

Cells and Tissues
Morphology
Skeleton
Muscles
Joints
Nervous System
Cardiovascular System
Lymphatic System
Digestive System
Respiratory System
Urinary System
Reproductive System
Sense Organs
Endocrine System

• Up to 6 languages  
(with definitions: up to 2 languages)

• 1,600 terms 
• 6,600 words per language  

(with definitions: 30,800 words  
in the main language)

• Over 350 illustrations

PAGES: 144 pages + index 
FORMAT: 229 × 301 mm  

(9 in. × 11 7/8 in.) 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Families, students
SRP: US$24.95
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tipos M de músculos M

types of muscles
tipos M de músculos M

types M de muscles M

Muskelarten F

tipi M di muscoli M
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músculo M

muscle | músculo M | muscle M | Muskel M | muscolo M
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tecido M muscular
muscle tissue

tejido M muscular
tissu M musculaire

Muskelgewebe N

tessuto M muscolare

músculo M

fibra F muscular lisa
smooth muscle fiber
fibra F muscular lisa

fibre F musculaire lisse
glatte Muskelfaser F

fibra F muscolare liscia fibra F muscular estriada
striated muscle fiber

fibra F muscular estriada
fibre F musculaire striée
gestreifte Muskelfaser F

fibra F muscolare striata

projeção F

belly
cabeza F

chef M

Muskelkopf M

capo M

inserção F

insertion
inserción F

insertion F

Ansatzpunkt M

inserzione F

tendão M

tendon
tendón M

tendon M

Sehne F

tendine M

fibra F muscular cardíaca
cardiac muscle fiber

fibra F muscular cardiaca
fibre F musculaire cardiaque

Herzmuskelfaser F

fibra F muscolare cardiaca

músculo M cardíaco
cardiac muscle
músculo M cardiaco
muscle M cardiaque
Herzmuskeln M

muscolo M cardiaco

músculo M liso
smooth muscle
músculo M liso
muscle M lisse
glatter Muskel M

muscolo M liscio

Juntos, os cerca de 600 ossos do corpo 
humano representam quase metade do 
total da massa corporal.

Peso-Pesado

tendão M

tendon
tendón M

tendon M

Sehne F

tendine M fáscia F

fascia
fascia F

fascia M

Faszie F

fascia F

músculo M

muscle
músculo M

muscle M

Muskel M

muscolo M

feixe M de fibras F musculares
bundle of muscle fibers

fascículo M de fibras F musculares
faisceau M de fibres F musculaires

Muskelfaserbündel N

fascio M di fibre F muscolari

perimísio M

perimysium
perimisio M

périmysium M

Perimysium N

perimisio M

fibra F muscular
muscle fiber

fibra F muscular
fibre F musculaire

Muskelfaser F

fibra F muscolare

miofibrila F

myofibril
miofibrilla F

myofibrille F

Muskelfibrille F

miofibrilla F

sarcolema M

sarcolemma
sarcolema M

sarcolemme M

Muskelfaserhülle F

sarcolemma M

estrutura F de um músculo M esquelético
structure of a skeletal muscle

estructura F de un músculo M esquelético
structure F d’un muscle M squelettique

Aufbau M eines Skelettmuskels M

struttura F di un muscolo M scheletrico

origem F

origin
origen M

origine F

Ursprung M

origine F

músculo M esquelético
skeletal muscle
músculo M esquelético
muscle M squelettique
Skelettmuskulatur F

muscolo M scheletrico

motoneurônio M

motor neuron
neurona F motora
neurone M moteur

Motorneuron N

neurone M motore
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Family Guide to Health
Visualize, Heal, Prevent
THE ESSENTIAL FAMILY REFERENCE WHEN IT 
COMES TO UNDERSTANDING THE TREATMENT 
AND PREVENTION OF ILLNESSES THAT AFFECT 
THE HUMAN BODY

The Family Guide to Health’s innovative approach addresses concerns 
common among the general public with plain-language explanations 
complemented by state-of-the-art visuals. All at once an atlas of the 
human body, an encyclopedia of illnesses and ailments, a guide to 
healthy living and a first aid manual, it is the essential reference that 
every parent should keep on hand.

“We love: the realism of the illustrations, the practical tips,  
the symptoms directory, and the first aid guide.”

Sophie Allard, La Presse

“Knowing what to do when an emergency occurs can make all the difference,  
and the Family Guide to Health makes it easy to learn those essential steps.”

St. John Ambulance

TOPICS

Prevention
Fundamentals
Cells
Skin
Bones, Joints  

and Muscles
Nervous System
Sensory System
Endocrine System
Blood
Cardiovascular System

Immune System
Respiratory System
Digestive System
Urinary System
Reproductive System
Reproduction
Childhood and Adolescence
Alternative Medicine
First Aid
Index of Symptoms
Links and Resources

AWARDS

AWARD FOR ILLUSTRATED 
MEDICAL BOOK, Illustrated Books  
of Scientific or Medical Nature – 
Association of Medical Illustrators 
(USA)

• 250,000 words
• Over 1,000 illustrations
• More than 400 illnesses illustrated 

and explained
• Validated by some 300 physicians, 

medical specialists and university 
professors

• Information on first aid developed 
with St. John Ambulance, active in 
over 40 countries

PAGES: 592 pages + index 
FORMAT: 194 mm × 248 mm  

(7 5/8 in. × 9 3/4 in.)
TARGET AUDIENCE: Families
SRP: US$39.95

THE PULMONARY LOBES
The pulmonary lobes are subdivisions of the lungs. More 
voluminous than the left lung, the right lung consists of 
three lobes, while the left lung has two due to the space 
occupied by the heart between the two lungs, in the left 
center of the thorax.

Bronchus
Stemming from the trachea, the bronchi or bronchial tubes 

are conduits that allow the air to reach the inside of the 
lungs. They divide into multiple branches in the pulmonary 

tissue to form the bronchial tree.

THE LUNGS
Located inside the rib cage on either side of the heart, the lungs are 
responsible for gaseous exchanges between the air and the blood.
Connected to the upper respiratory tracts by the bronchial tubes and the 
trachea, these spongy, elastic organs, rich in blood vessels, inflate with 
air, then deflate, to the rhythm of breathing.

RESPIRATION
Respiration includes ventilation and hematosis. 
Ventilation is the circulation of air in the lungs, 
to the rhythm of inhalation and exhalation. 
Hematosis is the exchange of gases between the 
air and the blood, which takes place in the area of 
contact between a pulmonary alveolus and blood 
capillaries. The rhythm and amplitude of respiration 
may vary according to the level of carbon monoxide 
in the blood, age, state of health, physical activity, 
and environmental factors such as altitude and 
the quality of the inhaled air. The normal rhythm 
in an adult in good health and at rest is 12 to 20 
respirations per minute.

THE HICCUP
The hiccup is an involuntary spasm of the diaphragm that occurs in 
episodes whose duration generally does not exceed more than a few 
minutes. Each spasm is followed by a sound, which results in the 
sudden closing of the glottis and the vibration of the vocal cords.  
This is a harmless problem most often related to food ingestion: 
ingesting food too quickly, in excessive quantity, or that is too hot 
or too cold, etc. A hiccup attack that persists for several hours can 
require the use of antispasmodics.

COUGHING
Reflex or voluntary, the cough is an abrupt and noisy exhalation that 
forces the expulsion of air from the lungs. It allows the elimination 
of excess mucus or irritating elements (dust, foreign body, chemical 
agent) present in the larynx, trachea, or bronchial tubes. Normally 
temporary, it may also indicate a respiratory problem when it 
becomes chronic. Unlike dry cough, a loose cough is accompanied 
by expectoration. Persistent dry coughs may be relieved with 
antitussives, generally in syrup form, while loose coughs are soothed 
by taking expectorants, which liquefy the mucus and facilitate 
its expulsion. A spoonful of honey may also soothe slight coughs, 
because it contains antioxidants and natural antibacterials. 

Pulmonary vein
The pulmonary veins carry the blood 

oxygenated by the lungs to the heart.

Pulmonary artery
The pulmonary arteries carry the oxygen-

poor blood from the heart to the lungs.

Bronchioles
The bronchioles are the narrowest 
subdivisions of the bronchial tree, 

which end at the pulmonary alveoli.

Trachea
Almost five inches (10 cm) in length, the trachea allows the passage of air 

between the larynx and the bronchial tubes. Its interior wall is covered 
with a mucous membrane with cilia, whose movements expel the solid 

particles and excess mucus towards the upper respiratory tracts. 

Diaphragm
The diaphragm is a muscle that 
separates the thorax from the 
abdomen. During inhalation, it 
lowers while contracting, which 
enables the lungs to fill up with air.

Rib
The ribs protect the heart 
and the lungs. During 
respiration, they expand 
under the action of the 
intercostal muscles.

Pleura
The pleura is a double membrane 
that envelops the lungs and covers 
the inside of the ribs. Between its 
two layers is a small quantity of 
lubricating liquid that prevents 
it from being irritated during 
ventilation.
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THE LUNGS

Pulmonary alveolus
The pulmonary alveoli 

are small cavities 
located at the end of the 

bronchioles. Arranged 
in clusters, they are 

surrounded by a  
thin wall that permits 

gaseous exchanges  
with the adjacent  
blood capillaries.

Arteriole
The pulmonary 

artery is divided into 
multiple arterioles 

that carry the 
deoxygenated  

blood to the 
pulmonary alveoli.

Bronchioles

Blood capillary
The pulmonary alveoli 
are surrounded by 
numerous blood 
capillaries.

Venule
The oxygenated blood  
is transported by  
venules that meet in  
the pulmonary veins.

Air heavy with  
carbon monoxide

Oxygenated air

Alveolar cell

Red blood cell

Oxygen
The oxygen resulting from respiration 
is carried to the cells by the 
hemoglobin of the red blood cells.Carbon dioxide

Carbon dioxide is carried 
by the red blood cells 

towards the lungs, where it is 
eliminated by respiration.

Endothelial cell  
of the blood capillary

Right lung

Right upper lobe

Middle lobe

Right lower lobe

Left lung

Left upper lobe

The respiratory system
 | The bodyLeft lower lobe

The lungs contain approximately 300 million alveoli. The total surface of 
the pulmonary alveoli equals that of a tennis court. 

MILLIONS OF ALVEOLI

313

Placenta
The placenta forms in the uterus of the pregnant woman at 
nidation and permits exchanges between the fetus and the 
mother. The numerous blood vessels that run through  
it carry, through the umbilical cord, nutrients, antibodies,  
and oxygen to the fetus and evacuate its waste  
(carbon dioxide, urea).

THE FETUS
Between the 8th week of pregnancy and birth, the human being developing in the uterus is called a fetus. 
It undergoes significant growth, especially during the second trimester, growing from 3 to nearly 20 inches 
(from 8 to 50 cm). It straightens out and its features become finer while its weight increases from ¼ ounce 
to 7 pounds (8 g to 3.2 kg). From the 12th week, its kidneys function and it starts to urinate in the amniotic 
fluid. Its cardiovascular system develops until the 3rd month and its digestive system until the 7th month. 
The fetus is aware of tactile stimuli from the 4th month and begins to perceive sounds from the outside world 
at seven months. At birth, the skeleton is formed, but the bones are still partially cartilaginous. The bones, 
as well as several other organs such as the brain, the cerebellum, and the genital organs continue their 
maturation after birth.

Hair
From the  
4th month, the 
down, the hair, 
and the nails grow.

Eye
The eyes of the fetus perceive 
light, but sight continues to 
develop after birth.

Skin
The skin of the fetus progressively  
thickens until birth and is covered  

by a protective substance called vernix.

Genital organs
The external genital organs  

of the fetus are visible  
from the 3rd month.

Movements
The fetus begins to move from the 

3rd month (reflex movements). Very 
active in the 6th and 7th months, it 

kicks and sucks its own thumb. From 
the 8th month to the end of the 

pregnancy, it calms down due to lack 
of space.

Uterus

Amniotic sac
The amniotic sac contains the fetus and the amniotic 
fluid, a transparent liquid consisting mainly of water 
and fetal urine and which provides the fetus with 
protection against variations in temperature, external 
shocks, and the majority of infections. The rupture of 
the amniotic sac, or breaking of the water, is normally 
triggered by the uterine contractions during childbirth.

Umbilical cord
The umbilical cord connects the fetus to the 
placenta. It consists primarily of blood vessels  
(one vein and two arteries).

PREGNANCYPREGNANCY
Pregnancy is all of the physiological phenomena that occur 
in a pregnant woman between fertilization and childbirth. 
It normally lasts between 40 and 42 weeks from the last 
menstrual period. After fertilization, the egg divides to form 
an embryo, which implants itself in the uterine wall and 
progressively develops into a fetus. During pregnancy, the 
woman experiences a number of physical transformations, 
which often involve minor problems. In some cases, 
the pregnancy cannot continue to term and ends with a 
premature birth or a miscarriage. In industrialized countries, 
pregnant women benefit from prenatal examinations that 
make it possible to detect possible complications.

THE EMBRYO
From fertilization to the the 8th week of pregnancy,  the human being developing in the uterus is called an 
embryo. It develops from a fertilized egg (blastocyst) implanted in the endometrium. Some blastocyst tissues 
evolve to create the placenta, the umbilical cord, and the amniotic sac, while others are at the origin of 
different organs. From the end of the 3rd week, the embryo has an outline of a nervous system. Its heart begins 
to beat and blood circulation is in place, while an outline of its digestive system and urinary system appear. 
Subsequently, the organs develop and the skeleton hardens. At the end of eight weeks, the embryo appears 
human and its limbs are well-defined: it becomes a fetus.

Outline of the  
nervous system

Crystalline lens

Bud of 
a limb

Umbilical cord

Four-week embryo
A four-week embryo is bent over in the  

form of a C and measures approximately 
3∕16 inch (5 mm). It has the buds of limbs and 

its crystalline lenses begin to form.
The eye… page 190
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Six-week embryo
A six-week embryo measures almost 

½ inch (13 mm) and weighs approximately  
1.5 g. Its limbs are already differentiated and its 
face is beginning to have a human appearance.

Ear
During the 6th week,  

the ear and the hearing 
system are outlined.

Eye
The eyes of the  
embryo appear at the 
end of the 6th week.
They continue to develop 
during the 7th week and 
are then covered with an 
eyelid.

Mouth

Arms
The arms of the 

embryo are clearly 
differentiated 

into several parts: 
shoulder, elbow, 

wrist, hand.

Rudimentary hand
The embryo has a 
rudimentary hand in the 
form of a paddle, through 
which one can see the 
outlines of fingers.

Umbilical cordLeg
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H E A LT H

Understanding  
the Human Body
A COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY OF THE PROCESSES  
OCCURRING WITHIN THE HUMAN BODY

Through stunning visual content, entirely updated for this new edition, 
Understanding the Human Body presents the various components of  
the human anatomy and details their functions. Combining text with 
charts, diagrams and hyperrealistic illustrations, this reference makes it 
easy to understand complex biological processes, from cell division  
to inflammatory reaction, and from phonation to digestion. It is  
the definitive guide to understanding human biology.

“A picture’s worth a thousand words, and that’s exactly  
what the explanations are based on: a first step toward discovery.”

Club-culture (Canada)

“This is a high-quality book, whose illustrations are very well detailed and remarkably clear. [. . .] 
Rich documentation, excellent pedagogic approach, everything seems to fall into place as you 

read, especially with the explanations about the heart, kidneys, etc.’’

Suzanne Teasdale, Lurelu

• About 31,000 words
• Over 350 illustrations 

PAGES: 128 pages
FORMAT: 248 mm × 195 mm  

(9 3/4 in. × 7 2/3 in.)
TARGET AUDIENCE: Families,  

students
SRP: US$19.95
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The nervous system

45

Cells that transmit nerve impulses

axon

axon terminal

dendrite

dendrite

cell body

axon

axon 
terminal

axon 
terminal

axon

cell body
dendrite

cell body

Dendrites are extensions 
of the cell body that  

receive nerve impulses.

THE AXON
The axon, a structure unique to neurons, is a cellular 
extension that is attached to the cell body at the axon hillock 
and is between 1 mm (in the cerebrum) and 1 m (in the leg) 
long. Most axons are covered with myelin, a white fatty 
substance. Schwann cells (or oligodendrocytes in the central 
nervous system) deposit the myelin in layers to form a 
sheath, which is divided into segments by narrow sections 
called nodes of Ranvier.

nucleus of 
Schwann cell

Schwann cell

The myelin sheath 
improves the electrical 
insulation of neurons.

Electrical signals 
propagate along the  
axon at a speed of up 

to 400 km/h.

The nodes of Ranvier, which 
separate Schwann cells, 

accelerate propagation of 
electrical signals.

axonal  
terminal bouton

Axon terminals have 
a branching structure.

Some neurons are 
contacted by up to  
30,000 synapses.

SYNAPSES
The nerve message passes from one neuron to 
another at a site called the synapse. Usually,  
two neurons are not in direct contact but are 
separated by a very thin cleft, so the electrical 
signal must be converted into a chemical signal 
in order for transmission to take place.

When a nerve impulse reaches the terminal 
bouton, neurotransmitters are released into  
the synaptic cleft from the vesicles that contain 
them. When these molecules come into contact 
with the receptors of the postsynaptic neuron, 
they generate an electrical signal.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF NEURONS
Neurons are classified into three categories, according to their function. 
Motor (or efferent) neurons direct nerve impulses toward muscles and 
glands. Sensory (or afferent) neurons transmit messages from the 
sensory receptors to the nerve centers. Finally, association neurons  
(or interneurons) connect two other neurons. About 90% of all neurons 
in the body are of the last type.

Neurons can also be distinguished by their structure. Multipolar 
neurons ①, the most common, have many dendrites and a long axon. 
Most are motor neurons and interneurons. Pseudounipolar neurons ②, 
which are always sensory neurons, have a single extension that divides 
into two branches. Finally, bipolar neurons ③ have two extensions.

The cell body contains 
the cell nucleus and  

other organelles.

axon hillock

endoplasmic 
reticulum

cell nucleus

mitochondrion

Golgi 
apparatus

The nervous system is based on neurons. These highly specialized cells are unique in that they can  
carry electrical and chemical signals and transmit them to other cells (nervous, muscular, glandular, 
etc.). Every motor, sensory, and association neuron is made of a cell body and a number of extensions, 
including dendrites, which receive electrical impulses, and axons, which transmit these impulses.

In a chemical synapse, a 
synaptic cleft separates 

the two membranes.

axonal 
terminal bouton

synaptic vesicle

neurotransmitter

neurotransmitter 
receptor

postsynaptic neuron

Neurons
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The architecture of the body
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COMPACT BONE TISSUE
The outer layer of bones is formed of compact bone tissue, which is very dense and remarkably resistant to pressure and shocks. Compact 
tissue is composed mainly of osteons, small cylinders made of a number of concentric layers of hard matrix. Osteons are packed tightly 
together and are connected by longitudinal canals (haversian canals) and transversal canals (Volkmann’s canals), which contain 
lymphatic and blood vessels as well as nerve fibers.

In spite of its density and hardness, compact bone tissue is alive. Tiny cavities (lacunae) and canals (canaliculi) between the lamellae are 
filled with osteocytes, mature bone cells responsible for providing nutrition to the bone tissue.

trabecula The cavities between 
the trabeculae are filled 
with marrow, blood 
vessels, and nerves.

SPONGY BONE TISSUE
In adults, the interior of the epiphyses  
and metaphyses is formed of spongy  
bone in an irregular honeycomb formation.  
This structure gives the bone its lightness.

The shaft and metaphyses  
are completely covered by a  

fine vascularized membrane, 
the periosteum.

The medullary canal, in the 
center of the shaft, contains  

rich in fat yellow bone marrow.

Volkmann’s canals 
connect the haversian 
canals to the periosteum 
and medullary canal.

The shafts of long bones are 
frequently subjected to great 
pressure. They are made mainly  
of compact bone tissue.

The concentric lamellae 
of an osteon are composed  
of collagen fibers and mineral 
salts.

The epiphyses are composed mainly 
of spongy tissue covered with 
articular cartilage. They contain  
red marrow, a tissue that produces 
several types of blood cells.

Long bones, such as the femur, are composed of a hollow cylindrical 
central portion, the shaft, and two bulges at the ends, the epiphyses. 

Between the shaft and the epiphyses are the metaphyses.

An osteocyte is a bone 
cell completely surrounded by 

matrix. Its many extensions carry 
nutrient elements.

At the core of every osteon is a 
haversian canal, through 
which circulate blood vessels, 
lymphatic vessels, and nerves.

lamellaThe lacunae of the osteon 
 are connected by tiny canals, 
canaliculi, where extensions 
of the osteocytes are lodged.

The lacunae are filled 
with osteocytes.

A bone is six times as strong as a bar of steel of the same weight. This remarkable strength comes  
from the nature of the bone tissues. All bones are composed of groupings of compact and spongy  
(or cancellous) tissues in different proportions and positions depending on the type of bone.  
These tissues contain collagen, a protein that gives bones their flexibility, and mineral salts  
(calcium, phosphorus), which are responsible for their solidity.

Bone str ucture
Flexible yet strong tissues

proximal epiphysis

metaphysis

shaft

metaphysis

distal epiphysis

osteon

periosteum

The most innovative aspect of this series 
lies in the original, integrated arrange-
ment of its content. Each explanation is 
closely linked to the main illustration so 
that readers can follow every stage of the 
particular phenomenon explored.
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My First Visual Dictionary
The ideal language-learning tool  
for toddlers

My First Visual Dictionary is an exciting collection of dazzling images, 
labelled with accurate terms meticulously chosen by education experts 
to meet children’s interests and day-to-day reality. Toddlers will have fun 
identifying objects by looking at the illustrations; older children will enjoy 
looking at the illustrations while learning how the words are written. 
Unilingual, bilingual and trilingual editions are also available.

“Conceived as a modern picture book with true-to-life 
drawings, this dictionary is a practical tool that not only 

helps young children learn language skills but  
also teaches this living language in the classroom.”

Association Choisir un livre, Internet (France)

Precise terminology allows children to 
learn proper vocabulary.

68 69

joueuse F  de soccer M 

 
soccer player

gardienne F  de but M 

 
goalkeeper

but
 M 

 
goal

maillot
 M 

 
shirt

ballon
 M  de soccer M 

 
soccer ball

protège-lame M 

 
skate guard

volant

 M 

 
shuttlecock

balle

 F  de tennis M 

 
tennis ball

raquette

 F  de tennis M 

 
tennis racket

raquette

 F  de tennis M  de table F 

 
table tennis paddle

gant

 M  de baseball M 

 
baseball glove

balle

 F  de baseball M 

 
baseball

planche

 F  à roulettes F 

 
skateboard

patin

 M  à roues F  alignées
 
in-line skate

raquette

 F  de badminton M 

 
badminton racket

boule

 F  de quilles F 

 
bowling ball

quille

 F 

 
pin

patin

 M  de patinage M  artistique
 
figure skate

Les sports 
 Sports

casque M 

 helmet

bâton M 

 stick

joueur M  de hockey M 

 hockey player

footballeur M 

 football player

balle F  de golf M 

 golf ball

joueur M  de 
basketball M 

 basketball player

ballon M  de basket M 

 basketball

panier M 

 basket

skieur M  alpin
 alpine skier

planche F  à neige F 

 snowboard

trampoline M 

 trampoline

karatéka F 

 karateka

ballon M  de football M 

 football

bâton M  de golf M 

 golf club

nageur M 

 swimmer

sprinteuse F 

 sprinter

tMPV4-68_9-M2b.indd   68-69 15-07-21   1:44 PM
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talon M 

 
heel

menton
 M 

 
chin

cheville
 F 

 
ankle

thorax
 M 

 
chest

dos M  de la main F 

 
back of the hand

ongle M 

 
fingernail

doigt
 M 

 
finger

pupille
 F 

 
pupil

paupière
 F 

 
eyelid

iris
 M 

 
iris

cil
 M 

 
eyelash

œil M 

 
eye

poignet M 

 
wrist

nombril
 M 

 
navel

ventre
 M 

 
belly

oreille
 F 

 
ear nez

 M 

 
nose

jambe
 F 

 
leg

bras
 M 

 
arm

épaule
 F 

 
shoulder

genou
 M 

 
knee

orteil
 M 

 
toe

pied
 M 

 
foot

cou
 M 

 
neck

tête
 F 

 
head

coude
 M 

 
elbow

Le corps 
 The body

gencive F 

 gum

auriculaire M 

 little finger

muscle M 

 muscle

os M 

 bone

intestins M 

 intestines

estomac M 

 stomach

poumons M 

 lungs

cœur M 

 heart

paume F  de la main F 

 palm of the hand

dent F 

 tooth

langue F 

 tongue

lèvre F 

 lip

bouche F 

 mouth

pouce M 

 thumb

index M 

 index finger

majeur M 

 middle finger

annulaire M 

 third finger

tMPV4-04_5-M2b.indd   4-5 15-07-21   1:45 PM

• Up to 3 languages
• 1,600 terms per language
• 1,300 illustrations
• Covering 36 subjects

PAGES: 80 pages
FORMAT: 216 mm × 270 mm  

(8 1/2 in. × 10 5/8 in.) 
AGES: 2+
SRP: US$18.95
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YO U T H R E F E R E N C E

The Junior Visual  
Dictionary
A visual reference designed  
to meet the interests of today’s children

From the animal kingdom to the world of sports, from public places to 
sciences, The Junior Visual Dictionary explores a wide range of subjects. 
With astonishingly detailed and meticulously labelled illustrations, it 
helps to define words simply and precisely. This is one of the most 
comprehensive and compelling reference tools for use at school and at 
home. Unilingual and bilingual editions available.

“The illustrations are invariably marvellous and of a 
remarkable quality. It’s essential reading that stands out for the 

simplicity of its approach and its high-quality graphics.”

Pierre-Joseph Cloutier,  
L’Échappée Belle (Canada)

• Up to 2 languages
• 12,000 words per language
• 2,000 illustrations

PAGES: 320 pages + index
FORMAT: 170 mm × 244 mm  

(6 11/16 in. × 9 5/8 in.)
AGES: 7+
SRP: US$19.95

36 37

termite M 

 
termite

kangourou

 M 

 
kangaroo

poche F 

 
pouch

pince
 F 

 
claw

mygale F 

 
tarantula

gerboise

 F 

 
jerboa

lézard

 M 

 
lizard

dromadaire

 M 

 
dromedary camel

chameau

 M 

 
bactrian camel

fennec M 

 
fennec

serpent M  à sonnette F 

 
rattlesnake

scorpion

 M 

 
scorpion

Le désert et la savane 
 The desert and the savannah

vautour M 

 vulture

mangouste F 

 mongoose

lion M 

 lion

trompe F 

 trunk

défense F 

 tusk

crocodile M 

 crocodile
léopard M 

 leopardhyène F 

 hyena

gorille M 

 gorilla

tigre M 

 tiger

girafe F 

 giraffe

éléphant M 

 elephant

rhinocéros M 

 rhinoceros

hippopotame M 

 hippopotamus

zèbre M 

 zebra

antilope F 

 antelope

tMPV4-36_7-M2b.indd   36-37 15-07-21   1:47 PM
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petites voitures F 

 
small cars

pâte

 F  à modeler
 
modeling clay

poupée F 

 
doll

poussette F 

 
stroller

La salle de jeux 
 The playroom

personnage M  à assembler
 character set

planche F  à dessiner
 drawing board

garage M 

 garage

casse-tête M 

 jigsaw puzzle

toupie F 

 spinner

cheval M  à bascule F 

 rocking horse

hochet M 

 rattle

établi M 

 workbench

trotteur M 

 walker

briques F 

 blocks

train M  miniature
 miniature train

anneaux M  à empiler
 stackable rings

cubes M 

 cubes

manette F  de jeu M 

 controller

console F  de jeu M 

 game console

écran M 

 visual display

système M  de jeux M  vidéo
 video entertainment system

cartes F  à jouer
 playing cards

ciseaux M 

 scissors

dé M 

 die

baby-foot M 

 soccer table

console F  de jeux M  
vidéo portable 

 portable game console

dominos M 

 dominoes

pinceau M 

 brush

pastilles F  d’aquarelle F 

 watercolor cakes

feutre M 

 felt tip pen

crayons M  de couleur F 

 colored pencils

crayons M  de cire F 

 wax crayons

bloc M -notes F 

 memo pad

ruban M  adhésif
 adhesive tape

bâtonnet M  de colle F 

 glue stick

chevalet M 

 easel

tMPV4-18_9-M2b.indd   18-19 15-07-21   1:46 PM

Filled with rich information and visuals, 
the dynamic page layout stimulates the 
reader’s curiosity.

The contextual organization of the 
content makes this dictionary 

particularly appropriate for the 
acquisition of vocabulary by  

young children.
On each page, objects are represented both separately and in context, 
encouraging children to make short sentences with the new vocabulary 
they have learned.
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YO U T H R E F E R E N C E

My Scrapbook of Knowledge  
by Professor Genius
AN INSPIRING BOOK DESIGNED TO SATISFY  
THE MOST CURIOUS MINDS

In My Scrapbook of Knowledge, Professor Genius takes readers on a 
voyage of discovery into a number of captivating subjects. Passionate 
about science, he introduces us to the mysteries of the universe, goes  
on to tell the story of life on Earth and then delves into the secrets of the 
human body and the pure sciences (physics, chemistry and mathematics). 
This learned professor also walks us through the extraordinary world  
of discoveries and inventions and explores the magic of music. By 
assembling his thoughts and memories gathered over the years into a 
scrapbook, Professor Genius creates a dynamic book that unveils the 
diverse richness of the world around us to children age 10 and up.

“Here is a marvellous book that touches each of us in the 
most profound way, a realistic yet poetic account of how all 
of us came to be. By providing us with a lucid description of 

our past, Professor Genius, you help direct us toward our 
future.”

Albert Jacquard, geneticist

“The scrapbook is entertaining and enjoyable  
to read while remaining very instructive.”

Hubert Reeves, astrophysicist

MY SCRAPBOOK OF THE HUMAN BODY128 MY SCRAPBOOK OF THE HUMAN BODY 129

Bones: the framework of the body
A friend of mine who is an etymologist (he studies 
the origins of words) told me the word “skeleton” 
comes from Greek and means “dried-up body.”. This 
ancient definition may be quite appropriate for 
skeletons exhibited in museums, but it doesn’t at al l 
apply to bones that are alive! Without bones, our 
bodies would be mushy and would col lapse. The 
skeleton is much more than a piece of scaffolding. Its 
bones also support the organs and protect them. The 
bones of the skul l form a kind of “hard hat ” around 
the brain, while the rib cage shelters the heart and 
the lungs. With the help of the muscles, many of our 
bones enable us to move about. And if that’s not 
enough, our bones even have the job of storing fats 
and minerals our bodies need, and of producing blood 
cel ls, too!

SPONGY BONE resembles
a sponge.

The SKULL is made
of 22 bones.

Mandible (lower jawbone)

Clavicle (col larbone)
Scapula (shoulder blade)

Sternum (breastbone)

Rib

The body of an adult contains 206 bones of 
many different shapes and sizes. I’m sure 
you can understand that I am not able to 
show every bone in the human body on this 
page, so I wil l just identify the most 
important ones.

Vertebra

Coccyx

The VERTEBRAL COLUMN
consists of 33 vertebrae.

The HAND, 
including the 

wrist, has 27 bones.

Radius

Ulna

Humerus
Ilium (pelvis)

Femur (thighbone)
Tibia (shinbone)

Fibula (leg bone)

Our bones are made up of cel ls, minerals, and proteins.  
The outer layer of bones consists of a hard material cal led 
compact bone. After tooth enamel, compact bone is the 
hardest material in the body.. If we look inside a bone like 
the femur, however, we discover that the center is made of 
a lighter material cal led spongy bone (if you want to know 
where the femur is located, take a look at my skeleton). If 
al l our bones were made entirely of compact bone, our 
bodies would be a lot heavier than they are! Here is a 
diagram showing the principal parts of a bone.

There are three main types of bones: 
flat bones, short bones, and long bones. 
The flat bones, like the ones in the skull, 
are thin and flattened out and are there 
to protect the organs. The short bones, 
like the ones in the wrists and ankles, 
are there to connect other bones and 

help make joints flexible. Finally, the 
long bones, such as the femur and the 
humerus, are used to lever the body. 
Located in the arms and legs, these 
bones allow us to make large 
movements.

The types of bones

SCIENCE
Bone is three times stronger than:
a) a steel bar 
b) a wooden plank of equal weight  c) a plastic tube of equal weight 

A Guide to the Human Body, p. 26

THE DISCOVERY OF X RAYSA German physicist named Wilhelm Röntgen discovered X rays in 
1895. Although X rays are invisible, they are able to penetrate the 
human body and form an image of what lies inside on a photographic 
plate. While X rays can easily pass through soft organs like skin and 
muscles, it is more difficult for them to pass through denser material like 
bone. This results in white outlines on the photograph in place of bones. 
Within a few months of Röntgen’s discovery, many doctors were using 
the mysterious X rays to diagnose bone fractures. In 1901, Röntgen was 
awarded the Nobel prize for his discovery.

Inventors and Inventions, p. 177

Broken bone will heal 
itself. At the moment a 
bone is fractured, blood 
runs out from the torn 
blood vessels and forms  

a clot. Special bone cells then 
move into the area of the injury  

and make a fibrous plug called a callous. 
Gradually, the callous replaces the blood clot and 

connects the two broken ends of bone. Over time the callous is 
transformed into actual bone tissue. For a fracture to heal, a doctor 

often puts on a cast to keep the bone from moving while it mends. It 
takes about two months for the bone to repair itself and for everything to 

return to normal.

Long bone

a) a steel bar

Here is a science riddle.

COMPACT BONE is the
smooth, dense substance that
covers the outside of the bone.

The MARROW in certain bones produces mil lions of
blood cel ls each day.. These blood cel ls leave the
marrow through the blood vessels. (We wil l talk
about this again on page 150)

Dear Professor,
I had a really nasty fall off a horse and now 
my arm is broken. What is going to happen 
to me?

Emma

Short bone

The
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Flat bone

The FOOT is
made up of 26 bones.

The RIB CAGE is made up of the
sternum (breastbone) and 12 pairs of
ribs along with their vetebrae.

MY SCRAPBOOK OF THE STORY OF LIFE106 MY SCRAPBOOK OF THE STORY OF LIFE 107

Tyrannosaurus
Identification chart
 Meaning of name: Tyrant lizard
 Period: Cretaceous 
 Size:  40 ft (12 m) long;

 20 ft (6 m) tall
 Weight: about 6 tons
 Diet: carnivore

Tyrannosaurus was a true killing machine. Its jaws opened more than 3 ft (1 m) wide, 
revealing some 60 pointed 8 in (20 cm) teeth.

Triceratops

Identification chart
 Meaning of name: Three-horned face
 Period: Cretaceous
 Size: 32 ft (10 m) long;
  10 ft (3 m) tall
 Weight: 6 tons
 Diet: herbivore

The bony frill on Triceratops acted like a shield. It is thought that the frill 
might have changed color to frighten other males.

Where to see dinosaurs

Paris: Muséum national d’histoire naturel le

London: natural history Museum

Berlin: Museum für naturkunde

Moscow:  Paleontological institute of the russian 

academy of science

Beijing: Museum of natural history

new York: american Museum of natural history

toronto: royal ontario Museum

My herpetologist friend Liz 
arden has kindly sent me 
these identification charts that 
she wrote and assembled. 
(thanks again for your 
cooperation, Liz!). here are  
a few i’d like to show you.

More about the 
dinosaurs!

Identification chart
 Meaning of name: Double-beamed
 Period: Jurassic
 Size: 85 ft (26 m) long (26 ft [8 m]
  for the neck); 23 ft (7 m) tall
 Weight: about 20 tons
 Diet: herbivore

Diplodocus

Diplodocus had a neck that was so long and heavy that its powerful muscles were not even strong enough to raise it all the way up. It is thought that Diplodocus held its neck in a horizontal position most of the time .

MY dinosaur reCords

 Parasaurolophus
 Identification chart 
 Meaning of name: Like crested lizard  
 Period: Cretaceous  
 Size: 32 ft (10 m) long; 15 ft (5 m) tall  
 Weight: 4 tons  
 Diet: herbivore  

The 3 ft (1 m) long bony crest on Parasaurolophus was hollow. Air passing through it vibrated and produced sounds.

-the heaviest:  argentinosaurus: about 100 tons 
(20 adult elephants)

-the longest: seismosaurus: 100 ft (30 m) long

-the longest neck: Mamenchisaurus: 32 ft (10 m)

-the tallest: sauroposeidon: 65 ft (20 m)

-the smallest:  Composognathus
(the size of a chicken)

-the fastest:  dromiceiomimus: 
37 mph (60 km/h)

-the most dangerous: tyrannosaurus rex

dinosaurs have always 

fascinated filmmakers.  

no fewer than 80 movies 

have starred dinosa
urs!

the Last dinosaur (usa/Japan, 1977)

the Lost World (usa, 1925)

Jurassic Park (usa, 1993)

Ankylosaurus
Identification chart
 Meaning of name: Fused lizard 
 Period: Cretaceous 
 Size:  32 ft (10 m) long; 

 8 ft (2.5 m) tall 
 Weight: 5 tons 
 Diet: herbivore

Ankylosaurus had a few devices to keep its enemies at bay: a massive body covered in bony 

plates, spikes on its sides, and a powerful club-shaped tail.

Pachycephalosaurus
Identification chart
 Meaning of name: Thick-headed lizard 
 Period: Cretaceous 
 Size: 13 to 16 ft (4 to 5 m) long; 10 ft (3 m) tall 
 Weight: 1 to 2 tons 
 Diet: herbivore

Pachycephalosaurus had a large head measuring 2 ft (60 cm) in length, topped by a 10 in (25 cm) thick skull. The skull was probably used for knocking rival males during combat.

This comprehensive 
book covers 
subjects that 
fascinate children. 

Each page displays a variety of visual 
images, creating a dynamic layout that 
will captivate even reluctant readers.

• Approx. 120,000 words

PAGES: 368 pages
FORMAT: 217 mm × 254 mm  

(8 1/2 in. × 10 in.)
AGES: 10+
SRP: US$29.95
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Professor Genius series
AN INSPIRING SERIES DESIGNED  
TO SATISFY THE MOST CURIOUS MINDS

The Professor Genius series is a thought-provoking encyclopedia that 
offers a fresh, creative and philosophical approach to knowledge. 
Designed as the professor’s personal scrapbooks, each volume features 
an extraordinary collection of letters, maps, sketches, photographs, 
notes and facts in a dynamic and colourful presentation.

“The illustrations and layout of these books are stunning and 
unlike any textbook your kid is likely  

to lug home from school.”

The Gazette (Canada)
• Series of 6 volumes
• 20,000 words per volume

PAGES: 64 pages per volume
FORMAT: 229 mm × 254 mm  

(9 in. × 10 in.)
AGES: 8+
SRP: US$16.95 per volume

My Notebook of Questions series 
In the four volumes of My Notebook of 
Questions, Professor Genius personally 
answers those tricky questions that leave 
children wondering — and parents pondering! 
This fun series focuses on topics that naturally 
attract children’s attention and comes in a 
conveniently small format perfect for their 
tiny hands.

• Series of 4 volumes
• 7,500 words per volume

PAGES: 96 pages per volume
FORMAT: 140 mm × 190 mm  

(5 1/2 in. × 7 1/2 in.)
AGES: 7+
SRP: US$12.95 per volume

A FUN SERIES FILLED WITH ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS THAT CHILDREN FREQUENTLY ASK

•  THE MOON
•  DINOSAURS
•  THE BODY
•  INVENTIONS
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très, très, très vite, on est comme collé à son siège ? 
répond Fédor en mordant dans sa gaufre.

— Exactement. Sur la Terre, c’est la force de 
la gravitation qui nous retient au sol. Si nous 
n’en avons pas conscience, c’est parce que 
ce qui nous entoure, y compris l’air, tourne 
à la même vitesse : les maisons, les villes, 
les pays. C’est parce que cette vitesse est 
régulière que tu ne sens pas la Terre tour-
ner. Galilée, d’ailleurs…

— Galilée… le grand Galilée ? demande 
Fédor.

— Le grand Galilée avait proposé l’exemple 
suivant : des mouches et des papillons enfer-
més dans la cabine d’un bateau voguant à grande 
vitesse voleraient aussi normalement qu’en plein 
air.

— Les bateaux ne devaient pourtant pas aller 
très vite à l’époque de Galilée, remarque Fédor.

— C’est une image ! dit Cyrus. Pense à une mouche 
dans un avion volant à cinq cents kilomètres à 
l’heure. C’est la même chose. Le mouvement 

GENRE: Humour, Law and Crime (8+)
PAGES: 72

Au nom de la loi !
Brimming with tales of bandits, the police,  
laws and judges
Did you know that it’s against the law in Alaska to wake a sleeping bear 
for the purpose of taking a photograph or to push a live moose out of a 
moving airplane? Or that in Vermont, whistling underwater is 
prohibited?

Do you know about Al Capone, the real-life Dalton Gang, Jack the 
Ripper and the witches of Salem?

The realm of justice is often a serious place, but it is also filled with 
foolish crooks, astonishing customs, absurd laws and ingenious methods 
of detection! This will make you see the police and criminals in a whole 
new light!

François Gravel
Illustrations: Katy Lemay

François Gravel has penned more than 100 books. With his 
inimitable humour, this multi-award-winning author has the 
rare talent of communicating with contagious joy to all read-
ers, young and old. His writing can also reveal a tender or 
serious side, depending on the matter at hand.

des taches de naissance qui ressemblaient vaguement à des 

crapauds ou à des araignées étaient aussitôt condamnées : 

ces marques du diable étaient la preuve de leur culpabilité.

Ils recommandaient aussi de jeter les prétendues sorcières 

à l’eau. Si elles flottaient, cela prouvait qu’elles étaient cou-

pables, car on supposait que la fréquentation du diable 

amenait une perte de poids ! Et que se passait-il si l’accusée 

ne flottait pas ? Elle mourait noyée, tout simplement ! Les 

pauvres femmes n’avaient aucun moyen de s’en tirer !

C’est pour cette même raison qu’on utilisait parfois des 

balances à sorcières : toutes les femmes trop légères étaient 

considérées comme coupables et on les « purifiait » par le feu.

contre de prétendues sorcières. L’imprimerie venait alors 

tout juste d’être inventée en Europe, et ce livre a été un des 

premiers succès de librairie de l’histoire !

Les deux prêtres expliquent dans ce livre que les femmes 

seraient par nature prédisposées à céder aux tentations de 

Satan à cause de leur intelligence limitée et ils donnent des 

conseils utiles pour capturer, juger et éliminer les sorcières.

Ils suggéraient par exemple de raser entièrement les femmes 

qu’on soupçonnait de sorcellerie et de 

chercher sur leur corps des marques 

étranges. Toutes celles qui avaient 

Je n’ose pas imaginer la tête de ces prêtres s’ils avaient pu 

voyager dans le temps et assister à un de nos défilés de 

mode : des femmes aussi maigres auraient été aussitôt 

condamnées, surtout si elles arboraient des tatouages !

Cela peut nous sembler drôle, mais ce ne l’était certaine-

ment pas pour les victimes de ce vent de folie : certains 

historiens disent que ces procès ont fait 40 000 victimes, 

d’autres vont jusqu’à 100 000.
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A ussitôt que les hommes se sont mis à écrire, ils ont rédigé des lois. Une des plus vieilles parmi celles-ci est connue sous le nom de « loi du talion ». On la retrouve dans des textes qui ont plus de 3 000 ans.

Selon cette loi, la justice devait s’appliquer « œil pour œil, dent pour dent ». Si vous tuiez par accident le cheval de quelqu’un, par exemple, vous deviez lui rendre un cheval équivalent. Si vous commettiez un assassinat, vous deviez vous attendre à vous faire tuer à votre tour. C’est ainsi qu’on justifiait la peine de mort jusqu’à une date très récente.

Justice pour tous

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Bienvenue à Wawa !Drôles d’écoles !Cocorico !Schlick !Comment se faire  
des millions d’amis

RIGHTS SOLD:
Korea (Sanha Publishing)
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Cyrus, l’encyclopédie 
qui raconte
Christiane Duchesne and Carmen Marois

Who is Cyrus?

Early on, Cyrus questioned the origins of the world, the life of the 
planet, the fears of prehistoric humans, the animal kingdom, the 
plant world, the cosmos and the human heart. Curious by nature, 
he searched, read and studied for many years, seeking answers to 
the thousands of questions that he has never stopped wondering 
about. He continues to marvel at new phenomena and focus on 
the unique aspects of the world around him.

What does Cyrus enjoy most of all? Sharing his knowledge with 
those who, at any time of the day wherever they are, seek him out 
for answers to their questions.

Throughout the 12 volumes of this one-of-a-kind encyclopedia, 
you’ll meet dozens and dozens of curious people who, like you, 
always want to learn a little bit more. It can also provide answers 
in a nutshell to such questions as:

Why is the sky blue?

How do bones grow?

Why don’t spiders get caught up in their webs?

Cyrus, l’encyclopédie qui raconte provides scientific answers to 
the questions we all ask ourselves about the world around us. 
Each of the 12 volumes satisfies our curiosity about astronomy, 
flora, fauna, the human body and much more. An online index 
makes searching easy.

GENRE: Curiosities and Wonders, 
Science and Nature (8+)

PAGES: Between 152 and 168

Cyrus 2 Cyrus 3 Cyrus 4 Cyrus 5 Cyrus 6 Cyrus 7 Cyrus 8

ALSO AVAILABLE:

OVER 340,000 COPIES SOLD  
OF THE SERIES’ FIRST EDITION

60 61

très, très, très vite, on est comme collé à son siège ? 
répond Fédor en mordant dans sa gaufre.

— Exactement. Sur la Terre, c’est la force de 
la gravitation qui nous retient au sol. Si nous 
n’en avons pas conscience, c’est parce que 
ce qui nous entoure, y compris l’air, tourne 
à la même vitesse : les maisons, les villes, 
les pays. C’est parce que cette vitesse est 
régulière que tu ne sens pas la Terre tour-
ner. Galilée, d’ailleurs…

— Galilée… le grand Galilée ? demande 
Fédor.

— Le grand Galilée avait proposé l’exemple 
suivant : des mouches et des papillons enfer-
més dans la cabine d’un bateau voguant à grande 
vitesse voleraient aussi normalement qu’en plein 
air.

— Les bateaux ne devaient pourtant pas aller 
très vite à l’époque de Galilée, remarque Fédor.

— C’est une image ! dit Cyrus. Pense à une mouche 
dans un avion volant à cinq cents kilomètres à 
l’heure. C’est la même chose. Le mouvement 

6564

Les animaux sont-ils fidèles 

à leur partenaire ?

—  Arthur veut toujours avoir raison ! dit Babi en 
regardant le feu monter dans la cheminée.

—  Qu’est-ce qu’il affirme encore ? demande Cyrus.

—  Il m’a juré que les chats ne se reproduisaient 
jamais avec la même femelle ; que les taureaux, 
les chevaux avaient des bébés avec une femelle 
différente chaque fois.

—  Et tu veux savoir s’il a vraiment raison ?

—  C’est pour cela que je suis venue vous voir. 
Est-ce que les animaux sont fidèles à leur parte-
naire, oui ou non ?

—  Certains animaux le sont, d’autres pas.

—  Expliquez-moi…

—  Les taureaux, les moutons, les coqs et les che-
vaux que tu connais sont des animaux d’élevage. 
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Young Explorer’s Guide series 

The Young Explorer’s Guides propel 
readers into a captivating worldwide 
treasure hunt. With these unique 
pocket-size encyclopedias, readers 
become the hero of their own 
educational adventure and discover tons 
of facts about remarkable inventions, 
surprising plants and animals, and 
ancient civilizations along the way.

“The Explorer’s Guide series. . . is absolutely unique:  
the books are adventures in which the reader is the hero  

of the story, as well as encyclopedias that read like adventure 
novels and literary treasure hunts.”

Anne Michaud, Le Devoir (Canada)

• 25,000 words per volume

PAGES: 160 pages per volume
FORMAT: 140 mm × 216 mm  

(5 1/2 in. × 8 1/2 in. )
AGES: 8+
SRP: US$12.95 per volume

A pocket-size encyclopedia that takes the reader on a 
captivating treasure hunt around the world



QA international London – Bologna 2018 17

YO U T H R E F E R E N C E

The Environment
Understanding the Delicate Balance  
of Life on Earth
A wide variety of ecological and environmental issues are explained in this 
fascinating book, from the most fundamental principles of air, water and 
earth to the most complex phenomena, such as climate change, pollution 
and natural hazards. Filled with superb visuals and clear explanations, this 
guide takes readers step by step toward comprehension.

An essential guide to understanding the environment  
in order to better protect it

“Rich in illustrations,  
colour drawings and beautiful 

craftsmanship,  
this book for children is  
an interesting starting  

point on [the subject of] 
environmental awareness.”

Agence Science-Presse (Canada)

Living Earth
Understanding and Conserving 
Biodiversity
An amazing journey across the variety of landscapes of our planet, Living 
Earth is an invitation to discover hundreds of species of plants and animals, 
pictured in their natural surroundings. Awareness of our role in the 
protection of the environment is also promoted via overwhelming images 
showing the impact of human activity on biodiversity. Ecology experts have 
validated all the facts, activities and ecological tips in this encyclopedia.

A living encyclopedia that beckons readers to  
a captivating show in which they are key players

“This book is also an invitation to make simple  
gestures that will allow future generations to enjoy  

the same natural riches that we do.”

Serge Parent, Ph.D., biologist at the Montreal Biodôme

• 20,000 words
• 200 illustrations

PAGES: 96 pages
FORMAT: 205 mm × 270 mm 

(8 1/16 in. × 10 5/8 in.)
AGES: 10+
SRP: US$19.95

• Approx. 45,000 words 

PAGES: 176 pages
FORMAT: 216 mm × 276 mm  

(8 1/2 in. × 10 7/8 in.) 
AGES: 9+
SRP: US$22.95

TOPICS:

The Environment
Living Beings
Threats to the Environment
Climate Change
Natural Hazards
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The Atlas series
The Atlas series, including titles about the oceans, the weather, the Earth 
and the Universe, will take you on a journey of discovery. With vibrant, 
detailed, full-colour illustrations and accessible content, each book puts 
you in the heart of the action and explains nature’s most complex 
phenomena.

An engaging series that explores the world inside out

“A new way to explore the animal world.  
Splendid collection. . . colourful pages filled with  

startling graphics and information.”

Femme plus (Canada)

So Many Ways series
Filled with fascinating facts and startlingly realistic illustrations, this 
eight-volume series has been carefully researched and developed by 
experts in animal biology and children’s book illustrators. Educational and 
entertaining, it is sure to engage young readers and delight their parents, 
too.

A series that takes you on safari to observe animals  
and their astonishing behaviour

• 18,000 words per volume 
(Atlas of Oceans: 22,000 words)

PAGES: 80 pages per volume 
(Atlas of Oceans: 96 pages)

FORMAT: 219 mm × 270 mm 
(8 5/8 in. × 10 5/8 in.)

AGES: 8+
SRP: US$17.95 per volume

• Series of 8 volumes
• 8,000 words per volume
• Hardcover or softcover

PAGES: 32 pages per volume
FORMAT: 203 mm × 271 mm 

(8 in. × 10 5/8 in.)
AGES: 7+
SRP: US$9.95 per volume
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The Visual Guides series
SERIES OF 5 VOLUMES

“The content is well-balanced, the text is comprehensive,  the 
illustrations are vivid and the layout is impeccable. This series 

deserves a place in every good bookstore and library.”

Le Métropolitain (Canada)

• 31,000 words per volume
• 500 illustrations per volume

PAGES: 128 pages per volume
FORMAT: 184 mm × 276 mm  

(7 1/4 in. × 10 7/8 in.)
TARGET AUDIENCE: Students
SRP: US$19.95 per volume

AWARDS

Second Prize, Reference Category – 
THE ALCUIN SOCIETY

The Junior Sports Encyclopedia
AN ENTERTAINING, INFORMATIVE AND DETAILED 
GUIDE TO MORE THAN 100 SPORTS

Designed for young readers, The Junior Sports Encyclopedia is written 
by experts and features some 700 detailed images that illustrate the 
most important aspects of some 100 sports.

• Basic techniques, rules, equipment, how each sport is played

• Information on championships and competitions

“These illustrations. . . go where photography can’t, resulting in 
illustrative examples that are detailed and extensive, versatile 

and action-packed teaching tools.”

Midwest Book Review (USA)

• 68,000 words
• Hardcover

PAGES: 224 pages
FORMAT: 210 mm × 273 mm  

(8 1/4 in. × 10 3/4 in.)
AGES: 7+
SRP: US$19.95
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FEATURES
20,000 illustrations
31 categories
English and French keywords

QAI Imagery Bank
REINFORCE THE POWER OF YOUR WORDS WITH 
THE IMPACT OF OUR ILLUSTRATIONS!

These illustrations were developed entirely in-house and are now available 
for a multitude of uses, including books and other publications, advertising 
campaigns and corporate communications, and interactive projects. Our 
image bank offers truly impressive scope and variety. From exotic animals 
to everyday household items to scientific and medical images, we have an 
unparalleled selection of digital imagery. 

All the IMAGES we create are available  
through Licensing.

Our impressive PORTFOLIO can elevate your  
IDEAS, enhance your content while saving  

you time, work and energy.

TOPICS
Animals
Architecture
Arts
Astronomy
Civilisation and Religion
Communications
Discoveries and Inventions
Do It Yourself
Earth
Energy
Food
Games
Gardening
Medical 
Music
Origin and Evolution of Life
Plant
Science
Sports
Transport and Machinery
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The Virtual Human Body
A NEW DISPLAY OF WEB TECHNOLOGIES!

Explore the human anatomy from head to toe with The Virtual Human 
Body. Discover our lifelike virtual model and learn the names of all its 
components by referring to the linked terms and their definitions. 

This new and improved HTML5 version clearly demonstrates the 
relationships between the body’s different systems by allowing you to 
superimpose organs, bones and muscles as you please. The 3D model 
gives you instant access to the names and definitions of all the structures 
represented.

English and French versions

From details sketches to virtual model, using 
cutting-edge technology

Over 1,000 anatomical structures illustrated,  
named and defined 11 systems of the human body

TOPICS
The Morphology
The Skeleton
The Muscles
The Nervous System
The Lymphatic System
The Respiratory System
The Digestive System
The Urinary Systeme
The Reproductive System
The Endocrine System

TARGET
Healthcare industry,  
educators and students.
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EXPLORE

8,000 HYPERREALIST  
FULL-COLOR IMAGES

25,000 TERMS SELECTED BY A 
TEAM OF TERMINOLOGY EXPERTS

18 THEMES ANS SUBJECTS THAT 
SUMMARIZE ALL ASPECTS OF 
DAILY LIFE

Visual Dictionary Mobile  
APP
The Visuel mobile has the answer! When you know what something 
looks like but not what it’s called, or when you know the word but can’t 
picture the objet.

At last, on your mobile devices: the renowed Visual Dictionary. The 
Visuel Mobile combines outstanding illustrations with technology that is 
available in several languages. It’s the most complete terminological 
reference there is! The Visuel Mobile is the ideal companion for teachers, 
writers, translators, parents and students of all skill levels an indispensable 
tool for your research.

Available in English, French, German, Italian and Spanish

“If the distinctive feature of a dictionary is to describe 
 and name the world, no other come close to competing  

with this one.”

Le Nouvel Observateur (France)

FEATURES
Illustrated Content
A Powerful Search Engine
Three Display Modes
Up to 5 languages
Navigation History
Favorites
Image Sharing
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Virtual  
Human Body APP
DISCOVER WHAT’S HIDING WITHIN YOUR BODY

Locate the various organs of the human body in their context, and  
learn more about their functions. The Virtual Human Body invites you  
to a fascinating exploration of the mechanics at play within the human body.

SRP: CA $6,99

A life like human body depicted from head to toe

1,135 defined anatomical terms about 19,000 words 
(including terms and definitions)

Available in English, French and Italian

French Multidictionnaire APP
NOW ON IPHONE, IPOD AND IPAD - IOS 11 
COMPATIBLE
SRP: CA $9,99

FEATURES
Illustrated Content
A Powerful Search Engine
Overlapping Image Mode
Navigation History
Favorites
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TOPICS
The Earth 
Weather 
The Universe 
The Human Body 
Plants

THE VISUAL GUIDES VIDEOS

• 209 narrated videos offering fascinating information about the 
human body and the world we live in

TOPICS
Dicing an Onion
Blanching Tomatoes
Removing the Peel and Pit
Making Sushi
Opening a Coconut
Preparing Pastas and Doughs
Making Filled Pasta
Cleaning and Debearding 

Mussels
Preparing Squid
Preparing Fresh  

Hot Peppers
Preparing Vanilla Beans
Breading Meat Scallops
Trussing Poultry
Clarifying Butter
Cooking in Foil or Waxed Paper

THE VISUAL FOOD ENCYCLOPEDIA VIDEOS

• 60 high-quality videos on preparation and cooking techniques

• Helps the self-taught cook to sharpen basic culinary abilities

TOPICS
Track and Field
Multidiscipline Sports
Gymnastics
Strength Sports
Combat Sports
Precision and Accuracy Sports
Cycling
Aquatic Sports
Nautical Sports
Sports with  

a Small Ball
Sports with  

a Large Ball
Racket Sports
Equestrian Sports

THE SUMMER OLYMPIC SPORTS VIDEOS

• 169 animations pertaining to Summer Olympic sports

• Takes the viewer through every stage of the competition

• Describes the various challenges faced by the athletes

• Particularly appropriate for sports-focused television and online 
channels

Video library
License our videos for any of your projects! Our illustrations can be used for print, Web and mobile applications. 
As for our 2D and 3D animations, they can provide gorgeous visual support in documentaries and websites.

LANGUAGES AVAILABLE: English, French and Spanish for some videos. All videos are available with English or 
French narrations; some also available in Spanish.
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7240 Saint-Hubert Street,

Montreal, Quebec, Canada  H2R 2N1
Tel : +1 [514] 499-3000
Fax : +1 [514] 499-3010

qa-international.com
quebec-amerique.com

ikonet.com

RIGHTS QUERIES
Please contact our Sales Department :

sales@qa-international.com

About QA international

Ever since the release of its flagship reference title, The Visual 
Dictionary, some 25 years ago, QA International has been renowned 
for its visual approach to knowledge. Combining rigorous editorial 
content with unparalleled graphics and outstanding design, its 
practical guides, encyclopedias and dictionaries accessible in print 
and digital format shed light on subjects of great interest to contem-
porary readers. Their “at-a-glimpse” presentation makes them an 
invaluable resource for anyone needing readily-accessible, precise 
information.

With licensing available for complete titles as well as fragmented 
content, QA International offers a variety of solutions for publi-
shers looking to offer state-of-the-art material to their readers.

Trades, sports, gardening, food and cooking, the animal kingdom, 
space, Earth and the environment: all this and more is showcased  
in QA International’s image bank and catalogue of references for  
all ages.


